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1 MEMBERSIN ATTENDANCE 1 throughout these public hearings. Thisisapublic
2 SENATORWALTER G. CAMPBELL, JR. 2 hearing, the sole and only purpose of which isto hear from
3 SENATORLISA CARLTON 3 the public on matters relating to redistricting. It's not
4 SENATOR ANNA P. COWIN 4 alegidative committee meeting. And wewill not be taking
5 SENATORALEX DIAZ DE LA PORTILLA 5 legislative action today or in any subsequent public
6 SENATORJACK LATVALA 6 hearings.
7 SENATOR DURELL PEADEN, JR. 7 Instead, thisis the public's forum where we have an
8 SENATOR DANIEL WEBSTER 8 opportunity to receive citizen input about their electora
9 REPRESENTATIVE RANDY JOHN BALL 9 digtricts. It'snot the time for legidative debate. All
10 REPRESENTATIVE GUSMICHAEL BILIRAKIS 10 Representatives and Senators will have numerous
11 REPRESENTATIVE JOHNNIE B. BYRD, JR. 11 opportunities in subsequent committee meetings and floor
12 REPRESENTATIVE DONNA CLARKE 12 debates to address al the members concerns and wishes.
13 REPRESENTATIVE MARIO DIAZ-BALART 13 Today, however, isfor you, our congtituents. We must not
14 REPRESENTATIVE PAULA BONO DOCKERY 14 diminish your voice by taking up your valuable time today
15 REPRESENTATIVE MIKE FASANO 15 in debate.
16 REPRESENTATIVE MARK G. FLANAGAN 16 Following my remarks, we will have legal counsd give
17 REPRESENTATIVE JEFFREY D. KOTTKAMP 17 ageneral overview of thelegal considerationsin
18 REPRESENTATIVE BRUCE KYLE 18 redistricting for your benefit and then our staff will
19 REPRESENTATIVE SANDRA L. MURMAN 19 provide some specific information about the 2000 census and
20 REPRESENTATIVE MITCH NEEDELMAN 20 those resultsin this region and the state of Floridaasa
21 REPRESENTATIVE LESLIE WATERS 21 whole. Therest of the time well reserve for you, the
22 22 public, for your input. Every ten years after the
23 23 completion of the updated national census the Congtitution
24 24 requires that the Florida L egidature redraw the boundaries
25 25 of the digtricts of the Florida House of Representatives,
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1 PROCEEDINGS 1 the Florida Senate and Florida's Congressional districts.
2 SENATOR WEBSTER: Could we all stand for the Pledge of 2 The Legidature will take up this task next
3 Allegiance. 3 legidative session beginning January the 22nd, 2002. The
4 (Pledge) 4 districts we draw will be first used in the eections of
5 SENATOR WEBSTER: Good morning. My nameis Daniel 5 thefall of 2002. Redistricting isacentral element of
6 Webster. I'm from District 12, Senator, chairman of the 6 our representative democracy. We take on thiswith
7 Senate Redigtricting Committee. It'smy pleasure to 7 humility and due regard for the importance and difficulty
8 welcome you to this public hearing this morning. Senators 8 of thejob. We are committed that the process will be
9 and Representatives are here to listen to the residents of 9 fair, open, and inclusive. These public hearings represent
10 thisareaand consider your input in this very important 10 acrucial first step in this process.
11 process. 11 We appreciate that we are doing the work of the
12 Since these arejoint meetings, we've divided the 12 people. We want to hear from you and help you participate
13 responsibilities throughout many of these public hearings 13 in ameaningful way. To encourage public participation,
14 which will be held in the next several weeks. It'smy 14 House Speaker Tom Feeney and Senate President John McKay
15 pleasure at this time to introduce Representative Johnnie 15 have scheduled these public hearings. All members of the
16 Byrd who is the chairman of the House Procedural and 16 Legidature's redistricting committees aswell aslocal
17 Redistricting Council. And Chairman Byrd will preside over 17 del egation members have been invited to these public
18 this hearing today. Chairman Byrd. 18 hearings.
19 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I'm | 19 These hearings will be taped so that they can also be
20 Johnnie Byrd, Representative from House District 62 and I'm 20 made available to all members of the Legidature. The
21 chairman of the House Procedural and Redistricting Council. 21 House and the Senate have designed web sites as atool for
22 It isalso my pleasure to welcome you to this public 22 public input and will broadcast select hearings on
23 hearing. Itisone of over 20 to be held throughout the 23 Florida's public television stations. The web addresses
24 state of Florida this summer and fall. 24 for the House and Senate legidative redistricting are
25 First et me explain the procedure that we will use 25 available at the sign-in table and there is also aweb
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1 address available for the Florida legidative web site. 1 aso have David Millswho is the chairman of the Sarasota
2 " Theredigtricting plan for the State House and Senate 2 County Commission. Good morning. Welcome,
3 will be passed in the form of ajoint resolution which will 3 MR. MILLS: Thank you very much, Representative Byrd,
4 not be subject to the Governor's veto or approval but will 4 Representatives and Senators heretoday. Thisistruly a
5 be reviewed by the Florida Supreme Court. On the other 5 momentoustimein our lives, being able to be a part of the
6 hand, the plan determining Congressional districts will not 6 process and we thank you so very much for being in Sarasota
7 be reviewed by the Florida Supreme Court but will be 7 County.
8 subject to the Governor's approval or veto. 8 | think the events over the past two weeks have really
9 | encourage everyone to carefully review the 2000 9 changed our nation, have changed the debate, if you will.
10 census. It isthe essentia building block on which 10 It doesn't appear the debate isthere. We are now united
11 Florida's redistricting plans will be built. The United 11 asone country. These past few weeks we've seen shark
12 States census web siteis also available at the sign-in 12 attacks, red tide attacks, tropica stormsin our area
13 table. Again, we are hereto listen and consider your 13 I'm here to report that Sarasota County, Manatee County,
14 voice. We encourage every member of the public to testify 14 arealive and well and ready to move forward. Thank you so
15 and help us craft your legidative districts. 15 much for being here.
16 In addition, we encourage written submissions to the 16 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank, Mr. Chairman.
17 testimony during the public hearing. Everyone who wishes 17 Now at thistime, ladies and gentlemen, I'll recognize
18 to speak must fill out a speaker's card, that's the only 18 George Meroswho isamember of the House legal team to
19 way that we will know who wishes to speak and afterwards 19 giveusabrief legal presentation. Attorney Meros, you
20 who, in fact, did speak. These cards are available also at 20 are recognized.
21 thesign-in table. 21 MR. MEROS: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, members. Again,
22 In addition, because we want to hear from as many 22 my nameis George Meros. Gray, Harris, and Robinson. It
23 people as possible, we must limit your comments to about 23 ismy honor to serve as cocounsdl for the House of
24 four minutes. On behalf of House Speaker Tom Feeney and 24 Representatives on matters of redigtricting. 1I'm here
25 Senate President John McKay and the members of the Florida | 25 together with my colleague, Senator Jim Scott, counsdl for
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1 Legidature, | look forward to working with &l of you on 1 the Florida Senate. | will give you today simply a brief
2 thishistoric and important task. 2 overview of the law regarding reapportionment and
3 Atthistime, | would like to ask -- well, before we 3 redistricting both for the benefit of the members and the
4 get into the legal presentation, we have the Secretary of 4 benefit of the public.
5  Stateishere, Katherine Harris. We'd like to ask you and 5 The presentation is not comprehensive. It isintended
6 recognize you maybe to say hello to the public hearing. 6 to give simply an introduction to some of the many complex
7 You'rerecognized. Good morning. 7 issues that will guide your decisions during this process.
8 (Applause) 8 Reapportionment and redistricting is the process of
9 SECRETARY HARRIS: Chairman Byrd, and Chairman 9 dividing residents of ajurisdiction, in this case the
10 Webster, distinguished members of the panel, thank you so 10 entire state, into electoral districts or seats.
11 very much for being in Sarasota. Asyou know, the 11 Redistricting is a Constitutional requirement both under
12 Contitution mandates that | have aresidencein 12 the Florida Constitution and Federal Constitution that must
13 Tallahassee, but Sarasotais my home. On behalf of al my 13 be done every ten years after the decennial census.
14 friends and neighborhoods and my community, we welcome you 14 Florida's population hasincreased substantially in
15 to Sarasota 15 thelast ten years. And because of that, our Congressional
16 | want to publicly express my deepest appreciation for 16 delegation hasincreased and we will have 25 members of
17 thisunprecedented outreach, the openness that you are 17 Congressand it will of course be this Legidature's
18 doing throughout the state to bring this process to the 18 responsibility to create those Congressiond districts.
19 people. We areimmensely grateful and we commend you for 19 With regard to state districts for the State House and
20 doing this, for listening to us before you make your 20 State Senate, the Legidature will be charged with the duty
21 decision. | believethisistruly representative 21 to divide the state into 40 State Senate districts and 120
22 government. So | just welcome you asamember of this 22 State House of Representative districts, though under the
23 community and thank you so very much for choosing to be 23 Congtitution the Legidature could, if it chose, divide the
24 herein Sarasota. Thank you. 24 state into as few as 30 Senate districts and as few as 80
25 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you, Madam Secretary. We 25 House districts.

3 (Pages6t09)



Page 10

Page 12

1 The Condtitution requires that the House and Senate 1 briefly. ThisLegidatureisguided primarily by the
2 digtricts be consecutively numbered and of either 2 adoption of one person, one vote and also by the
3 contiguous, overlapping or identical territory. The public 3 requirement of the United States Constitution, the Equal
4 hearing process commences the process of the redistricting 4 Protection Clause and the Voting Rights Act. The doctrine
5 task that you have. 1t will be followed by legidative 5 or concept of one person, one vote arose out of decisions
6 hearings of course thisfall and the regular session next 6 in the 1960s in which the U.S. Supreme Court invalidated a
7 year. Theregular session of course endsin March of 2002. 7 number of plans around the country where there was a great
8 Thelegidative process regarding redistricting can, 8 disparity in population among districts. The court found
9 of course, be concluded in the regular session in March of 9 that it was unconstitutional and in deprivation of one's
10 2002 but it does not haveto. The Congtitution provides 10 right to voteif some districts -- many had 150,000 people
11 for additional sessions and review processes depending upon 11 in them and other districts had 50,000 peoplein them --
12 the circumstances that occur. Some of these are somewhat 12 the concept there was some persons votes counted for more
13 complex but | want to talk about some of thetime lines. 13 than others.
14 For example, the Congtitution requiresthat if aplan 14 And the essence of the one person, one vote standard
15 for state apportionment is not completed during the regular 15 isthere should be ageneral equality in population in the
16 session that the Governor will reconvene the Legidaturein 16 districts. Not mathematicaly perfect, but reasonably
17 aspecial session that shall not exceed 30 consecutive 17 close with assmall adeviation aspossible. Thereisa
18 days. With regard to Congressiond redistricting, if 18 difference in the permissible deviation in population among
19 during the regular or special session a Congressiona plan 19 Congressional digtricts and state districts. With regard
20 is adopted, the Governor has the opportunity to veto or to 20 to Congressional districts the courts reguire that the
21 approve that plan. 21 population deviation be as minimal as possible, typically
22 Under Section 5 of the VVoting Rights Act, which we 22 lessthan 1 percent. And deviation is based on the concept
23 will discussin alittle bit more detail, that plan will be 23 of anideal district size.
24 subject to review by the Justice Department, by the 24 For example, in the case of Florida, what you would do
25 Attorney General's Office or by the District Court for 25 to determine the ideal district size for the Congressional
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1 the -- the United States District Court for the District of 1 seatsis divide the number of Congressional sests, 25, into
2 Columbia because Florida, five jurisdictions, five counties 2 the population of Floridawhich would result in the ideal
3 within Florida, are covered by Section 5 of the Voting 3 population for each Congressiond district. The various
4 Rights Act. 4 districts then must be within 1 percent deviation among
5 Now with respect to the Senate and House seatsin 5 each other to satisfy the one person, one vote standard.
6 Florida, if the Legidature adopts aredistricting plan, 15 6 With regard to state legislative districts, atotal
7 days thereafter the Attorney General must petition the 7 deviation of up to 10 percent is presumptively legal if
8 Florida Supreme Court to review the plan and determine 8 there are reasons for agreater deviation.
9 whether the plan isvalid in whole or in part. 9 A couple of other important factors and fundamentally,
10 If the Supreme Court were to declare the planinvalid, 10 Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act, the Federal Voting
11 then the Congtitution mandates that within five days the 11 Rights Act, that law prohibits any practice or procedure
12 Governor would reconvene the Legidaturein an 12 including redistricting plans that impair the ability of
13 extraordinary session of no more than 15 days during which | 13 the minority community to elect candidates of choice on an
14 it would be the responsibility of the Legidature to adopt 14 equal basis with nonminority persons or communities.
15 aplan congistent with the Supreme Court's opinion and 15 Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act, we've talked about
16 mandate. 16 before, is a process by which any electora change
17 Assuming that during the regular and special sessions 17 including redistricting requires clearance by the federa
18 aredistricting plan is not adopted, both during regular 18 government either by the United States District Court or
19 and specia sessions, then the Attorney Genera must then 19 the Attorney Generd prior to itsimplementation.
20 petition the Florida Supreme Court to take jurisdiction of 20 There arefive countiesin Florida that are covered by
21 the cause and to draw a state plan itself. And then within 21 Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act. Those counties are
22 60 days of that process the Supreme Court would come up 22 Collier, Hardee, Hendry, Hillsborough, and Monroe Counties.
23 with aplan. And, again, with regard to the state plan, 23 Preclearanceis obtained if the Attorney General does not
24 there will be a Section 5 preclearance review. 24 contest or object to a plan within 60 days of submission
25 A couple of redigtricting principlesto talk about 25 or, in fact, approves the plan. The burden on the state or
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1 on thejurisdictionsin that processis to show that the 1 County experienced the fastest rate of growth in the state
2 redistricting plans do not have the purpose and will not 2 of Floridawith a 73.6 percent rate. Thefive fastest
3 have the effect of denying or abridging the right to vote 3 growing counties in terms of percentage rate of growth are
4 on account of race or color or minarity or language 4 Flagler, Sumpter, Collier, Wakulla and Osceola Counties.
5 minority group. That Section 5 analysisis also to some 5 Jacksonville remains Florida's most populous city.
6 extent called aretrogression analysis. 6 Population of about 735,000. Jacksonville, Miami, Tampa,
7 Mr. Chairman, and members, these are simply some of 7 St. Petersburg and Hialeah are Florida's five most populous
8 the concepts and principles. We look forward to working 8 cities. Minority population in Florida, as aresult of our
9 with you through the process in developing these and making 9 growth, the African-American population in Florida has
10 thesereal. Thank you. 10 grown from 13.6 percent in 1990 to 14.6 in the Sate
1 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you, Attorney Meros. | 11 population in the year 2000. The Hispanic population has
12 Ladies and gentlemen, we're going to take alittle 12 surpassed the African-American population as Florida's
13 deviation here and we have some special gueststhat are 13 largest minority with a percentage of 16.8 percent of the
14 joining us as you can see. We have some students from 14 state population.
15 Booker High School, government honor students. 15 Median age in Florida has risen over the past ten
16 (Pause.) 16 years according to the 2000 census. The median agein the
17 MS. SANDERS: Thank you for letting us join you today. 17 state of Floridais 38.7 years. Our most valuable resource
18 I'm Nancy Sanders from Booker High School and thesearemy | 18 are seniors age 65-plus. According to the 2000 census we
19 honors government students that | brought with me today. 19 have just over 2.8 million Floridians that are age 65 and
20 And they thought it would be very specia if you would 20 above. Thisisan increase of over 400,000 since the 1990
21 alow them to sing the national anthem, particularly in 21 census. But the overall percentage of the state's
22 view of not only the events of the past week but to show 22 population age 65 and above has decreased from 18.3 to
23 their spirit, to show the fact they are behind the country. 23 17.6 percent.
24 So often you hear bad things about young people and 24 As Mr. Meros touched on briefly, each State House,
25 I'm here to make you know or let you know that most of 25 State Senate, and Congressional district will have ideal
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1 these kids that you hear about are really good kids. Sowe 1 population and these popul ations have grown after the past
2 wanted to take that opportunity. Also, thank you for 2 ten years. 1n 1990 an idea State House district would
3 having the public hearings around the state. Becausethe 3 have about 108,000 people per district. In the year 2000,
4 very fact that we are in this country, able to have public 4 that has grown to just over 133,000 people per House
5 meetings speaks so much for itself and about the way of 5 district.
6 life we'retrying to protect. Thank you very much. 6 A State Senate district in 1990 would have about
7 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Y ou're recognized 7 323,500 people per State Senate district. 1n 2000, each
8 and let'sall stand. 8 State Senate district will have anidea population of
9 (National anthem.) 9 about 400,000. And in 1990 each Congressiona district had
10 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Now well haveTodd | 10 apopulation of 562,518. For redistricting in 2002, each
11 Thomson, the staff director of the House Redistricting 11 Congressional district will have a population of around
12 Committee to give us abrief overview of census data. 12 639,295.
13 Y ou're recognized, Mr. Thomson. 13 Now I'll give an overview of Sarasota County and the
14 MR. THOMSON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Today I'd like 14 surrounding area. According to the 2000 census, Sarasota
15 to give you abrief overview of Floridas census and then a 15 County's population was just over 325,000. That'san
16 brief overview of the Sarasota area census. 16 increase of 17.3 percent and the city of Sarasotahasa
17 Florida's population is now just under 16 million 17 population of 52,715. Hardee County has a population of
18 people. Thisisgrowth of just over 3 million over the 18 just under 27,000 according to the 2000 census. Thisisan
19 1990 census and Florida has grown at arate of roughly 23.5 19 increase of 38.2 percent over 1990.
20 percent. Asaresult of this growth, Florida gained two 20 Charlotte County to the south, according to the 2000
21 new Congressional seats and we now have atotal of 25, an 21 census, has a population of 141,627. Thisisan increase
22 increase over 23 from 1990. 22 of 27.6 percent over 1990. Manatee County, directly to the
23 Miami-Dade County is Floridals most populous county. 23 north, population of just over 264,000. Thisisan
24 The five most populous counties are listed; Miami-Dade, 24 increase of 24.7 percent over 1990. And DeSoto County,
25 Broward, Pam Beach, Hillsborough and Pinellas. Flagler 25 according to the 2000 census, DeSoto County's population is
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1 at 32,209. Thisisan increase of 35 percent over 1990. 1 there would be -- should not appear to be any problem with
2 “All thisinformation and more can be found at the 2 maintaining the status quo in that regard.
3 House and Senate redistricting web sites which isfound on 3 I've mentioned to some of you-all that maybe don't
4 the sheets at the sign-in table. Thank you. 4 know, Charlotte Harbor is, as | understand it, even larger
5 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you, Mr. Thomson. Now | 5 than Tampa Bay asfar asawater body area. It'sa
6 well move to the public testimony portion of the hearing 6 significant environmenta resource. It'sin Charlotte
7 and we're going to take Number 22 because of some 7 County but the southern half of Sarasota County is very
8 circumstances. Number 22, Mr. Boone, first. If you could 8 much connected, if you will, in several ways to Charlotte
9 come up. Welcome to the public hearing. 9 Harbor. And it'sjust essential, we believe, that the
10 MR. BOONE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, members of the 10 Didtrict 71 stay asis aong with House District 70.
11 committee. And, again, thank you very much for coming to 11 With regard to our Congressional district,
12 Sarasota and Sarasota County. My nameis Jeffrey Boone. 12 District 13, that's Representative Dan Miller's district,
13 I'm aresident of Venicein Sarasota County. 1'm here 13 it would also be the Chamber's position and mine
14 speaking both on behalf of the Venice Area Chamber of 14 individually as well that that district remain asit is
15 Commerce, I'm the immediate past president of the Venice 15 currently constituted.
16  AreaChamber of Commerce, I'm also speaking individually. 16 Onefinal thing and just philosophically addressing
17 I've been aresident of Venice and Sarasota County since 17 thisto all of you-all. I'm an attorney. | understand how
18 1958, 18 the redigtricting process works. When you-all return to
19 | am here to express our request that Senator 19 Tallahassee and go through this process, | would
20 Carlton's Senate digtrict be left asis. It's been very 20 respectfully request that the House and the Senate keep in
21 effective, that district, over the past decade in serving 21 mind one of the things that the President said last night.
2 the needs of Sarasota County and certainly it looks like 22 | thought that was a remarkable speech that our President
23 fromthe statistical datathat that district could be left 23 gaveto our country. And he pointed out that what the
24 asiswithout any real effect one way or the other in the 24 terrorists really hate about us more than anything elseis
25 overall balance as required in the redistricting process. 25 the fact that we elect our leaders. We do not have
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1 Our two -- again, in the Venice area, our two -- were 1 appointed leaders. We are agovernment of the people.
2 actualy served by two State House didtricts, District 70 2 And | certainly don't need to remind you-al of this,
3 currently served by Representative Detert and District 71 3 but please remember, if you will, that when you return to
4 currently served by Representative Paul. This has also 4 Tallahassee and go through the redistricting debates, you
5 worked very well for our area, the Venice area, over the 5 will be at the foundation level going through the process
6 past decade. 6 that the terrorists hate of usthemost. | have an uncle
7 Sarasota County, geographically -- the city of 7 who's buried in the U.S. Military Cemetery in Liege,
8 Sarasota and the unincorporated area of Sarasotarealy 8 Belgium. He gave hislife during World War 11. And for
9 represents the north half of Sarasota County. The southern 9 him and all people since that time, and unfortunately it
10 half of Sarasota County is made up of incorporated Sarasota 10 lookslike in the future, | respectfully request that in
11 County but aso the cities of Venice and North Port as well 11 honor of them and al that have served that you-all please
12 as the unincorporated but -- the community, if you will, of 12 keep that in mind. Thank you very much.
13 Englewood. Those three communities share a number of 13 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Now well goto card
14 common concerns, anumber of common issues. And with the 14 Number 1. Inthelower right-hand corner of your cardisa
15 State House District 71, it has been -- served our 15 number. So speaker Number 1. Number 1.
16 communities very well for those three areas I've talked 16 MR. CAPASSO: Good morning.
17 about, Venice, North Port, and Englewood, aong with the 17 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Welcometo the public hearing.
18 Charlotte County communities to be able to have avoicein 18 MR. CAPASSO: Thank you. My nameis Lane Capasso and
19 Tallahassee. 19 I'm the current president of the Englewood Area Chamber of
20 And there has been no problem at al with -- Senator 20 Commerce and | welcome the opportunity to speak to you and
21 Carlton served originally as a Representative of House 21 | appreciateit. 1'm here specificaly to talk about
22 District 70. And our two Representatives, if you will, 22 Congressional Didtricts 71 and 74. And look at the map,
23 have really done agood job of serving usin Tallahassee. 23 the second onein, will tell you what | want to talk about,
24 And, again, from looking at the numbers on the back table 24 the yellow and the purple areas on that.
25 of how the censusiis broken down, it does not appear that 25 I'm spesking for our 780 some-odd members and also our
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1 boards of directors. Englewood isacommunity about 1 four years. I'm within walking distance to the city of
2 30 miles south of where we're sitting right now. Anditis 2 North Port.
3 adivided community, divided by county lines, it is divided 3 My experience has been past executive director for the
4 by phone companies, it is divided by fire department, it is 4 North Port Chamber of Commerce and the past president for
5 divided by, on and on and on. Water districts, we could 5 the Englewood Chamber of Commerce. |I've also worked in the
6 just go on and on and on. 6 hedlth care field with Englewood Community Hospital which
7 And | fed it istime that you have the opportunity to 7 serves also North Port, Englewood, and South Venice. I'm
8 at least unite us on one thing. And | would liketo see 8 now with the Sun Coast Humane Society which servesthe area
9 Englewood fall under one district, Jerry Paul's, and 9 from Osprey down to the Elgibane Bridge (phonetic) and also
10 District 71, and make this your chance to bring Englewood 10 through North Port. So I'm familiar and have been very
11 under this one community. And | have aresolution from our 11 activein these three communities for 14 years.
12 Chamber of Commerceto that effect. I'll leaveit inthe 12 I'm speaking today on behalf of the Government Affairs
13 back. I'll give it to someone emphasizing that. Thank you 13 Committee for the Englewood Chamber of Commerce and were
14 very much for your time. Thank you. 14 asking -- actudly, | have two requests for your
15 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Speaker Number 2. 15 consderation. The Government Affairs Committeeis asking
16 DR. COY: Good morning, ladies and gentlemen, I'm 16 that state legidative District 71 please include Rotonda,
17 Dr. Bill Coy, from Rotonda, Charlotte County. Jeff Boone 17 Cape Haze, Boca Grande, and Manasota Key areaswhich are
18 talked about the Charlotte Harbor. 1t, indeed, isa 18 currently included in District 74.
19 significant tributary. 1'm going to talk today alittle 19 Geographically, these areas are more contiguous to the
20 bit about House Districts 71 and 74. And I'm amember and 20 Englewood community and itsissues than they areto
21 past chair of the Englewood Area Planning and Advisory 21 District 74 which is predominantly located two counties
22 Board. I'm chair of the government relations committee of 22 south. We have found over the yearsthat thisresultsin
23 the Englewood Chamber of Commerce. Today |I'm going to 23 the Representative being inaccessible and unfamiliar with
24 speak as chair of the west Charlotte County Civic 24 the issues of District 71. Rotonda, Cape Haze, Boca
25 Association. That's a consortium of 28 homeowners 25 Grande, and Manasota Key share transportation, economic
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1 associations, been in business since 1957 representing 1 development, health care issues, emergency management
2 about 18,000 people on the Cape Haze peninsula. 2 issues with the Englewood community. So the first request
3 What is the Cape Haze peninsula? The Cape Haze 3 isbasically that we incorporate those areas, the Rotonda,
4 peninsula generaly in our minds runs from south Venice all 4 the Cape Haze peninsula, Manasota Key in District 71.
5 the way down to Boca Grande and including Boca Grande. To 5 The second request, in speaking for North Port and
6 the east is, of course, the Charlotte Harbor and to the 6 Englewood, is that none of North Port be removed from
7 west in the Gulf of Mexico. We include the barrier isands 7 District 71 and we understand the issuesin allocating
8 inthis. We're very anxious to consider thisasaregion 8 apportionment equally but that is a concern for us. The
9 rather than anything. 9 Englewood community is unincorporated and located in
10 And with that in mind, we would not like to have the 10 Sarasotaand Charlotte Counties. However, North Port is
11 Cape Haze peninsula area as we know it divided between 71 11 incorporated in Sarasota County and abuts the Englewood
12 and 74. Seventy-oneis-- has been very instrumental in 12 community and we share the fire and flood control, our
13 thisaswell as 74. And we appreciate both of our House of 13 health and human service needs are all one and the same.
14 Representatives doing their job. | think it would be a 14 So we feel that any portion of North Port divided or
15 little bit easier and having talked with Jeff Kottkamp, the 15 removed from District 71 will greatly affect our
16 fragments that he has along the Cape Haze peninsula perhaps 16 communication efforts with our State Representative. So
17 would make it easier for him if he went over into 71 or 17 thank you very much.
18 that area of hisown, 71. So with al that said, | wish to 18 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 4.
19 have al the Cape Haze peninsulain District 71. Thank 19 MS. HAYES: Good morning. Good morning, Senate
20 youl. 20 Chairman Webster, House Chairman Byrd, &l the House
21 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 3. 21 members and Senators, just so glad to be here thismorning.
22 MS. EDMUNDSON: Good morning. Thank you for being | 22 My name is Donna Hayes and I'm the immediate past chairman
23 here. It really does make abig difference for usin south 23 of the Republican party, Manatee County. And I'm speaking
24 county. My nameis Nita Edmundson. | have lived in North 24 to you on behalf of the Republican party aswell asa
25 Port for ten years and I've lived in Englewood for the last 25 private citizen of Manatee County.
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1 Before | begin, | first want to take a moment to thank 1 Since Manatee County experienced a 24.7 percent
2 the Republican control Florida Legidature for providing 2 increase in growth during the past ten years, it is
3 this opportunity during which the public has aforum to 3 imperative that we have at least one House district that
4 addressthelocal issues. Since each county understands 4 represents only Manatee County.
5 its needs and concerns best, this public hearing should 5 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: You have 15 seconds.
6 prove to be most beneficial to the decision process. In 6 MS. HAYES: In closing, when the committee considers
7 addition, it'sanew experience to see so many of you here 7 combining Manatee County with another county, | urge you to
8 thismorning. This has not been the case in the past. 8 strongly consider not only the similarities with Sarasota
9 Y ou've been holding open meetings and hearings with 9 but also the proven record of cooperation and progress
10 maps and software available to the public in various state 10 during the last ten years.
11 locations and providing an opportunity to the public. The 11 Thank you from this opportunity to address the
12 Republican controlled Legidature deservesto be 12 committee and | want to leave by saying just one last
13 complimented and | do congratul ate you. 13 thing. We are happy just the way things are. Thank you.
14 Since Manatee County is bordered to the north by a 14 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 5.
15 very large body of water and a huge bridge, the Sunshine 15 MR. LACHEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and honorable
16 Skyway, it makes great sense for us to associate ourselves 16 committee members. We're glad you're here under such
17 with Sarasota County to the south. Sarasota and Manatee 17 difficult timesin our nation's history. 1'm Jim Lachen.
18 Counties have very similar concerns such as environment, 18 I'm chairman of the Manatee County Democratic party. The
19 tourism, education, senior citizen population aswell asa 19 loyal opposition to the previous speaker. (Laughter.)
20 shared airport. Therefore, when the boundaries are drawn | 20 I'm alifelong resident of Manatee County, born and
21 would urge you to continue this association. In my past 21 raised there and been a Democrat al my life. The Manatee
22 position as chairman of the Manatee Republican party, I've 22 County Democratic Executive Committee will not be
23 had numerous occasions to refer residentsto U.S. 23 presenting you with maps but at this time will be advising
24 Congressman Dan Miller's office. 24 you of our opinions on how our district should be changed.
25 Since the Congressman represents al of Manatee County | 25 First, the 13th Congressional District, we believe
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1 he understands the concerns of our county in the area of 1 that presently as set up it does not meet the requirements
2 environment, veteran issues, education, transportation and 2 that the courts have set forth since the last
3 many, many other concerns. By keeping our county under one 3 redistricting. The court has said that an important factor
4 Congressman in District 13, unity prevails and common 4 in redistricting is the socioeconomics of thereason is
5 concerns surface. 5 very important. Here are some of the reasons we believe
6 Legidators, | urge you not to combine our concerns 6 that our county should be placed in a different
7 with the county to the north or to the east and possibly 7 Congressional district. Manatee County's population is
8 blending our representation. Likewise, Manatee County 8 made up of people whose average age is older than somein
9 enjoys having most of our county in the same Florida Senate 9 the southern counties are.
10 district. Senator McKay has always attended to our needs 10 The average income of the working population is aso
1 and has been available to listen to us. Again, our 11 lower. Manatee County has a strong interest in Tampa Bay
12 concerns are similar to Sarasota rather than a more urban 12 as we share a coastline with our north counties. We arean
13 county. 13 active member of the Tampa Bay Regiona Planning Council
14 Manatee County Senate District 21 already includes 14 and we have a very active port at Port Manatee which
15 Hillsborough. Thereis no need to put athird county into 15 services crew ships as well as general cargo vessels.
16 Senate Didtrict 26. In Manatee County there are three 16 Manatee County has alarge investment in agricultura
17 House districts representing us. Although two of the House 17 needs such as tomatoes, citrus, and livestock where
18 districts represent other counties aswell as Manatee 18 counties to our south do not necessarily have that. Our
19 County, District 68 is comprised of only Manatee County. 19 industrial baseisablend of diverseindustries with
20 Representative Mark Flanagan serves as House member inthat | 20 Tropicana products asthe largest. Where Tropicanaisin
21 district and he has always been concerned with loca issues 21 the citrus industry, we have a strong boat manufacturing
22 regardless of which district you did reside. He knowsthe 22 industry with Wellcraft Marine being the largest.
23 concerns of his constituents in the area of transportation, 23 We also share with our northern counties phosphate
24 education, environment, even local issues like building 24 mining. Our neighbors to the south do not have concernsin
25 heights and other issues as well. 25 their needs. For this reason, we believe the counties
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1 should be placed in a Congressional district that meets 1 District 70, this district needs almost 7,000 residents
2 these needs. Itisour belief the district should be 2 added. We believe these digtricts should come from the
3 centered on the area of that of State Senate District 26 of 3 districts to the south of District 70.
4 Senator McKay. 4 Senate District 26, this district needs more than
5 Itisour belief that the State Senate District 26 5 8,000 residents. We believe the district should be
6 meets the new requirements that the court has set down. 6 expanded to the east. Congressional District 13, the
7 The districts should then be expanded to the east and north 7 Chamber believesit isin the best interest of both Manatee
8 to meet the population requirements and the socioeconomic 8 and Sarasota Counties to keep these counties within the
9 needs of the district. Thisconfiguration issimilar to 9 same Congressiond district. We are one large economic
10 our previous Congressiona district history in which we 10 marketplace. Wework closely together. We have vital
11 were included with Hardee and DeSoto Counties and Polk. 11 interests, similar. And it's very important that we stay
12 Having stated my feelings on a Congressional district, 12 together. Thank you very much.
13 we believe the State Senate district, District 26, isin 13 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 7.
14 good shape and should stay the way it is presently 14 MS. WRIGHT: Thank you. My nameis Glenda Wright and
15 configured. We believe that it meets all the needs of the 15 | serve as Congressman Dan Miller's chief of staff and
16 court's requirements. The House districtsthat arein 16 district director. Mr. Miller could not be here today and
17 Manatee County are 55, 67, and 68. Two of these digtricts 17 asked me to deliver the following statement from him.
18 do not meet the new population requirements by being short, 18 I would like to thank the leadership of the Florida
19 55 and 68, while the third is overpopul ated, 67. 19 State Legidature for offering these hearings early enough
20 We bdlieve this could be remedied by expanding the two 20 in the process to get public input prior to the actual work
21 underpopulated districts into the overpopulated district. 21 of drawing new State and Congressiona district lines.
22 It would meet the socioeconomic needs by moving 68 to the 22 Hearings such asthiswill help show those murdering
23 south and 55 more into the city of Braden (sic). 23 terrorists that democracy will not be defeated.
24 Didtrict 7 then would cover the eastern portion of the 24 It has been my pleasure to represent all of Manatee
25 county. 25 and Sarasota Countiesin Congresssince 1992. | aso
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1 We at the Manatee Democratic party know that this 1 represent asmall part of Charlotte and Hillsborough
2 committee will be fair and open to the public as possible 2 Counties. A member of Congress must be able to stand on
3 in this process. We hope that you will take our thoughts 3 the floor of the House and talk about issues that relate
4 into your deliberations and give them careful 4 directly to his or her congtituency. In order to do that
5 considerations. If you have any questions, 1'd be glad to 5 effectively, a Congressiond district must have communities
6 answer them. Thank you for your time and deliberations. 6 of similar interest, and the current Congressional district
7 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Speaker Number 6. 7 meets that criteria.
8 MR. RICHARDS: Good morning. My name is Rex Richards. 8 Peoplein District 13 travel throughout the district
9 I'm president of the Greater Sarasota Chamber of Commerce. 9 to work, attend socia and cultural events, attend schoal,
10 With me this morning is Bill Couch, our senior vice 10 and participate in community service projects. Itis
11 president of public affairs. 11 essential that both Manatee and Sarasota Counties remain
12 As redigtricting takes place in Sarasota County we 12 intact individually in anew Congressiona district. Of
13 need to assure the citizens that reasonable and cohesive 13 equal importanceis the need for the Congressional district
14 Congressional Florida House and Florida Senate districts 14 to remain virtualy unchanged. The population figures
15 emerge. Itisnotinthe best interest of either political 15 support this concept since the number of people, anew
16 party or the citizens of Sarasota County to be linked with 16 district would haveto give up isvery small.
17 the predominantly Democratic districtsin other parts of 17 Here are afew of the hundreds of federal issues that
18 the state. Thiswill only spread out the mgjority of 18 affect Manatee and Sarasotajointly: Longboat Key. This
19 Republican votes that Sarasota County has and could result 19 world-famous beach community straddles two counties.
20 in distorted districts statewide. 20 Federal issues of tourism, beach renourishment, and FEMA
21 Here are some specific suggestions that could guide 21 coordination are seamless between the counties. If parts
22 you. FloridaHouse District 69, this district needs almost 22 of Longboat Key arein different Congressional districts,
23 18,000 residents added. We believeit isin Sarasota 23 it will hamper coordination, perhaps at atime of extreme
24 County's best interest to expand District 69 to the east to 24 emergency.
25 include precincts currently in District 67. FloridaHouse 25 Sarasota/Bradenton Airport. Thisairport aso
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1 straddles two counties. There are numerous federal issues 1 MR. BERRYMAN: Good morning, Mr. Chairman, members of
2 that are addressed at the Congressional level. | believe 2 your panel. My nameis Rue Berryman, Chairman of the North
3 it isvery important to keep both communitiesin the same 3 Port City Commission. I'velived in North Port since '87.
4 district to provide continuity. In light of the recent 4 I've owned property since '79, having retired from the
5 tragedy, it is even more important than ever that the 5  federal government after 40 years, and | seealot of
6 airport be represented by one member of Congress. 6 growth in this area and we're going to continue to be
7 Weater quality issues. The current 13th District is 7 growing. All the districts will be growing and expanding
8 essentially a Gulf Coast community with a united front 8 of course. Thisisone of the grestest places, | think, in
9 againgt threats to drinking water from phosphate mining and 9 the country right now to be showing growth. And were
10 sugar development. Rumors of stretching the district 10 going to continue to grow.
11 east/west cause concern about pitting areas of the district 1 | would like to see the people stay the way they are.
12 against each other which would hamper the effectiveness of 12 Representative Detert, Representative Paul, they're doing
13 amember of Congress. 13 an outstanding job of what they have to do and with the way
14 Economic development. The federal government haslong | 14 they continueto do. And Senator Carlton with her work
15 recognized the fact that Sarasota and Manatee are joined at 15 she's doing, we need to continue those efforts like we're
16 the hip. The Census Bureau classifiesthis areaasthe 16 doing right now. And I would like to just hope and pray
17 Sarasota/Bradenton metropolitan statistical area. Itisa 17 that we continue to do that.
18 recognition of the strong bond between the communities. As | 18 With the country faced with adisaster that took place
19 amatter of fact, it was this data that helped Bradenton 19 in New Y ork and Washington, D.C. just on the 11th of this
20 earn the recognition as the best place to livein America 20 month, this country isin real trouble, | would imagine, to
21 by Money magazine. 21 get the country rolling again, our economy built up again.
22 Statistics show that migration from Sarasotato 22 And listening to the President last night, we've all got to
23 Manatee County and vice versais over five times greater 23 come together as a group, work together, hold our heads
24 than migration to counties north of Manatee County. There 24 high. We're proud to be Americansin this country and
25 isasynergy between the two counties with regards to arts 25 every one of us needsto just put our shouldersto the
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1 and culture and thisis an integra part of our economy. 1 wheel and just do more work than we're doing. And with the
2 Our two counties grew up together and we share the bond of 2 work that's being done right now, | ask you to continue the
3 the growing pangs of the last industry. In fact, the 3 way you'redoingit. And | thank you for the opportunity
4 counties were one until the 1920s. 4 to speak this morning.
5 The south campus of the University of South Florida, 5 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 10.
6 where we are, the largest growing university in our county, 6 MR. KICHEN: Good morning, Mr. Chairman. My nameis
7 sits on the borderline of Sarasota and Manatee Counties. 7 LeeKichen. | am the president of the Sarasota County
8 In the interest of time -- 8 Veterans Commission which is an umbrella group of the
9 (Timer rang.) 9 country's veterans service organization, military and
10 Bingo. (Laughter.) Intheinterest of time, | have 10 patriotic associations.
11 cited only afew of the numerous issuesin which Sarasota 11 From aveteran's standpoint, | believe that Manatee
12 and Manatee share a common philosophy and voice. My 12 and Sarasota Counties should remain in the same
13 congtituents had expressed a strong desire to keep the 13 Congressional district. As stated earlier, these counties
14 district intact and | could not agree more. When you are 14 have alarge senior citizen population. The veteran
15 drawing the linesfor the Congressiona district that 15 population does, in fact, mirror those demographics. In
16 includes our area, please consder these comments and my 16 Manatee County there are over 33,000 veterans receiving
17 fervent request that Manatee and Sarasota Counties remain 17 benefits from the Federal Department of Veterans Affairs.
18 whole and in the same Congressional district. It isto the 18 Sarasota County has 51,000 receiving benefits. The annual
19 advantage of al concerned on the Federd leve, the State 19 amount of these federa benefits exceed over $70 million.
20 level, and most important, on the level of our 20 In addition to these recipients, we estimate there are
21 condtituents, that we keep our family together. Thank you. 21 another 70,000 veterans or their survivorswho are
22 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 8. 22 potential recipients of federal dollars. On top of that
23 MS. BERRYMAN: My concerns have aready been covered. | 23 number, there are over 5,000 military retireesin the
24 Thank you. 24 bi-county area. These two counties have the largest per
25 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 9. 25 capita population of elderly veteransin the nation. Our
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1 veteran population is overwhelmingly representative of the 1 iseast of I-75 and is one of the fastest-growing areasin
2 World War |1 and Korean Waer eras. 2 the state and is definitely the fastest-growing areaiin
3 As aconsequence, these organizations, the 3 Manatee or nearby Sarasota County. Indeed, since the 1990
4 organization which | represent today, have worked 4 census, the areas east of 1-75 have grown from a population
5 tirdlesdy at aregional level to secure veterans benefits 5 of 16,295 to 34,225 as reported in the 2000 census.
6 and services. Recent history shows that through the 6 In fact, in the 5,500 acres of Lakewood Ranch aone,
7 efforts of asingle Congressiona office we have been able 7 there are 4,861 residents, 28 percent of whom are under the
8 to secure VA outpatient clinics for both Sarasotaand 8 age of 18. | fed it isvitaly important for those of us
9 Manatee Counties. In addition to serving those who served 9 in this rapidly-growing areato maintain our Florida House
10 America, these clinics bring nearly $3 million of federa 10 district. We need strong leadership in thisareato
11 expenditures to the local economy. 11 monitor the growth and the needs rapid growth might
12 Most recently, the veterans of communities of Sarasota 12 require. There are lands use, road improvement, education,
13 and Manatee County came together to work for aregiona 13 environmental issues before our current Legidature. And
14 state veterans nursing home which will be built in part by 14 without resident representation, it is possible our
15 federal nursing home grant dollarsin Charlotte County. 15 concerns and needs will not be met.
16 Thenext logica step will be afull-service regiona 16 Although some of the areas with rapid growth are
17 specidty clinic in the bi-county area and we have been 17 actually in Sarasota County, the bulk of this new growth is
18 working tirelesdy with the staff of the 13th Congressiona 18 centered in Manatee. Perhaps this explains why, according
19 Digtrict. 19 to the 2000 census, Manatee County surpassed Sarasota for
20 In the past three years, Sarasota County Veterans 20 thefirst timein growth. And although some have referred
21 Commission and the Manatee County Veterans Council have | 21 to the east Manatee area as a bedroom community for the
22 met in ajoint session with Congressman Miller and his 22 Tampa/St. Petersburg area, the 2000 census reported that
23 staff. These sessions have been extraordinarily productive 23 only 10 percent of east county residents drive, aswe call
24 for dl. Insecuring federal benefits and servicesfor 24 it, "over thebridge." Individuals may driveto ajob, but
25 this area, we believe that regionalism works and should 25 they also drive back home.
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1 continue to work and we should continue to keep Sarasota 1 Residents of east Manatee County live, shop, play, go
2 and Manatee Counties in the same Congressional District. 2 to church and school in east Manatee and they expect their
3 Putting Sarasota and Manatee Counties into two 3 Representatives to do the same. Many of the reasons | have
4 separate districts denies reality and perception. Along 4 mentioned concerning the importance of keeping Florida
5 the University Parkway corridor residents of Manatee County 5 House District 67 in place are the same reasons | cite for
6 have Sarasota addresses. Many livein Sarasota County and 6 keeping Congressiona District 13 within its current
7 work in Manatee County. Otherslive in Sarasota County and 7 boundaries.
8 work in Manatee County. 8 Congressman Dan Miller and his office stand ready to
9 Veteransliving in one county, as an example, are 9 assist in any manner, large or small. Congressman Miller
10 members of veterans organizations and military 10 has paid particular attention to the demographic makeup of
11 associationsin the other county. Y ou have a difficult 11 the Manatee/Sarasota area, its minority populations as well
12 task ahead of you. Itismy hope that the current 12 asitsdiverse age groups and has made himsdlf afriend to
13 Congressional district remainsintact. Thank you very 13 al of these groups. He has studied issues germaneto the
14 much. 14 areataking into consideration its economic base aswell as
15 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 11. 15 its condtituents.
16 MS. TUPPER: I'm just aconcerned citizen and not as 16 In addition to his much broader scope of duties, he's
17 eloguent as some of the previous speskers. Good morning. 17 never too busy to assist with asmall concern. As| told
18 My nameis Mary Tupper and I'm aregistered voter of 18 my son Brian once when Brian accompanied the Congressman to
19 Manatee County. |, like many others here, am concerned 19 Washington, D.C. for aweek of educational seminars, When a
20 with the possible redistricting of Florida House Districts 20 constituent comes to you, no concern istoo small. Brian
21 67 and 68, Florida Senate Didtrict 26, and Congressional 21 was impressed by that statement aswas .
22 District 13. 22 But perhaps most impressive of al was the fact that
23 I'm aresident of Florida House District 67 which 23 Congressman Miller truly makes his statement a practice.
24 represents eastern Manatee County. | am most concerned in 24 That's the kind of relationship that is important to keep
25 keeping this representation. This area for the most part 25 and that kind of relationship can only exist if the
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1 Representative isavita part of the area served. 1 government the way we want it run, or at least that's the
2 Although | don't live in State Representative Mark 2 way it's supposed to work.
3 Flanagan's Didtrict 68, | am aresident of Bradenton, | 3 So why don't we elevate politicians to the same level
4 have called on him many times for assistance with a 4 of perception as, say, athletes or musicians or actors?
5 particular problem or concern and have found he and his 5 Could it be that sometimes they don't seem to be
6 officeready to assist. | also residein Senator John 6 representing us at al but rather their own and other
7 McKay's District 26 and have found him to be accessible and 7 specia interests? Maybe that's one reason so few of us
8 his office ready to assist in rendering aid or advice. Let 8 don't even bother to vote anymore. How often we hear the
9 me skip on here. 9 lament, My vote doesn't mean anything, the candidate with
10 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Y ou have 30 seconds. 10 the most money almost dways wins and then they have to
1 MS. TUPPER: Okay. Wdll, then let mejust say, Then 11 dance with the ones that brought them.
12 let's keep everything the way it is because I'm perfectly 12 Now | don't mean to sound cynical, just disappointed
13 happy. Thank you very much. 13 and worried as our beloved democracy seemsto be dlipping
14 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 12. 14 away from us and at atime when we have never been more
15 MR. SORRELL: Good morning, Mr. Chairman, membersof | 15 grateful to have the great good fortuneto livein a
16 the commission. My nameisBill Sorrell and I'm amember 16 democracy. And | do not point afinger at the politician
17 of the Sarasota/M anatee Common Cause chapter. Andif | 17 or the contributor. They are smply playing according to
18 might be permitted a persond remark before | begin my 18 the rules of the game. Common Causeistrying to change
19 testimony, our national Common Cause president, Scott 19 therules.
20 Hoshbogger (phonetic), will be in Sarasota tomorrow morning 20 In the meantime, how are we going to feel about your
21 for atown meeting at the Selby Auditorium beginning at 21 credibility when you've finished thisredistricting
22 10:00. And we certainly hope that anyone interested in 22 process? Will we be saying, Well done. And, Thank you for
23 reform and better government will be there. It should be 23 representing us so well? Or will we see you looking out
24 very worthwhile, 24 for yourself and your party first the way it has always
25 Now you've heard testimony from Common Cause and the 25 been every ten years? And will you hear the people sigh
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1 League of Women Voters asking you to go about redistricting 1 and say, It was the same old thing, politics as usual.
2 the state in afair and impartial manner, making the 2 It'sup to you. Wewill be watching and listening and
3 process open to the public and the media, drawing compact 3 wishing you well.
4 districts composed of contiguous territory and as equal in 4 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you for coming. Ladies
5 population as possible. Districtsthat will not dilute the 5 and gentlemen, we now have, | understand, the chairman of
6 voting strength of any racial, ethnic, or minority group, 6 the Manatee County Commission who would like to say
7 will not favor any person or political party, and will be 7 greetings to the public hearing. Welcome.
8 single-member districts including 40 State Senate districts 8 MR. McCLASH: Thank you. My nameis Joe McClash. I'm
9 and 120 State House districts. 9 the chairman of the County Commission of Manatee County.
10 Asyou know, Common Cause and the L eague of Women 10 And we respect as far as somebody did a pretty good job
11 Voters are working to place two Constitutional amendments 11 about ten years ago and we kind of like things aimost the
12 on the ballot for 2002. They would create an independent 12 way they aretoday. So we understand you have to do some
13 citizen-based commission responsible for reapportionment 13 adjustments. There'salot of common threads that you've
14 and setting standards that the Commission would follow in 14 heard about -- between Sarasota and Manatee Counties. Asa
15 theredistricting process. Thiswould eliminate the most 15 matter of fact, thisis where we hold our metropolitan
16 serious flaw in the current system, the obvious conflict of 16 planning organization meetings where both Sarasota and
17 interest that exists when the Legidature draws its own 17 Manatee Counties come together and serve the regional needs
18 boundary lines. 18 for transportation, allocate federal dollars. And so
19 | agree with everything in the petition that calls for 19 that's one part.
20 those amendments except possibly the title, People Over 20 I'm aso chairman of the West Coast Inland
21 Politics. Now I'm one of a possibly dwindling number of 21 Navigational District. Thisisadistrict that takes --
22 people who do not consider politics adirty word and do not 22 Manatee County, Sarasota County, Charlotte County and Lee
23 consider politicians a derogatory term. | think politics 23 County and | serve as chairman of that. And we provide for
24 can and should be anoble profession. Politicians are, 24 the navigational needs which is also now the transportation
25 after all, those we choose to represent us and run our 25 link very vital to our communities. The Peace River Water
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1 Supply Authority is another regional aspect that Sarasota, 1 which includes Englewood. These areas have common concerns
2 Manatee, Charlotte, and DeSoto Counties have come together 2 such as growth management, utilities expansion, storm water
3 tojointly really try to take care of some of the water 3 drainage, annexation, transportation, and public safety.
4 needs. So, again, that common thread isthere. 4 Maintaining the present makeup of legidative District 71
5 Natura Estuary Program, Sarasota Bay, isaManatee 5 asacorewill help to facilitate cooperation between and
6 County/Sarasota County program where it straddles both 6 among the various political unitsthat comprise legidative
7 counties and is afederal program that's helped improved 7 District 71 asit isknown today. Thank you for your
8 the water qudity and really was an important step when 8 consideration of our request and we wish you goodwill and
9 both counties came together. 9 good luck in your ddliberations. Thank you.
10 The airport, you've heard of the water supply actually 10 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 14.
11 where Manatee County sells about 10 million gallons or more 11 MR. MATTHEWS:. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I'm
12 aday to Sarasota County as a contract serving their 12 especially thankful to be here today presenting on behalf
13 growing needs. The area code, we just won afight with the 13 of the city of North Port and it shows and it proves that
14 Public Service Commission, as you probably know, where the 14 the business of America till goes on regardless of what
15 941 area code will remain for Manatee, Sarasota, and 15 happened September 11th.
16 Charlotte Counties, another common tie. 16 My name is Gene Matthews and I've been aresident of
17 And when you look at the partnership for growth, we 17 North Port for 30 years. During those 30 years North Port
18 share acommonality along the borders with Sarasota and 18 has experienced a great number of changes. In the '60s and
19 Manatee Counties and local roads and weresally are one 19 "70s North Port was known as North Port Charlotte and quite
20 community and we hope that you respect that and those are 20 literally it was considered to be North Port Charlotte
21 my brief comments. And we thank you for being here today. 21 which isin Charlotte County and not Sarasota. In fact,
22 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 13. 22 when [ first became amember of the school board, one of
23 MR. EALAHAN: Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, | 23 the managers asked me how | became amember of the Sarasota
24 good morning. My nameisBill Edahan. | livein North 24 County School Board because North Port was in Charlotte
25 Port, Florida. 1'm also amember of North Port Economic 25 County. That was achilling thing for aresident of North
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1 Development Advisory Board, the Englewood Area Planning 1 Port.
2 Advisory Board, the Sarasota County Community Action 2 North Port was incorporated in 1959 with 23 citizens
3 Advisory Board. I've had some involvement as an advisor, 3 and acommission of five. And al the employees-- and
4 one of the high-paying jobs that one receives. 4 they are al employees of General Devel opment
5 Asl| stated in my introduction, I'm amember and | 5 Corporation -- I'm sure many of you have heard of Genera
6 livein North Port. And some people forget where North 6 Development. At that time North Port was a strong mayor
7 Portis. Infact, | don't know how many of you folks have 7 form of government with little or no assets and relied
8 been through, driven through, around North Port. But North 8 amost entirely on the General Development Corp. for city
9 Port is a place that's growing and growing tremendoudly. 9 services, we were acompany town. Y earslater, referendum
10 There are approximately, not approximately, the other day 10 changed that and we became a manager-type government and
11 this figure from the Board of Elections, 14,581 registered 11 then we started to reorganize.
12 votersin the city of North Port. That's 1300, amost 1400 12 Part of that reorganization was the fact that we can
13 voters registered, more than those in the city of Venice. 13 no longer be an island isolated in the south of Sarasota
14 There are 4362 youngstersin grades K through 12 in 14 County. Next mgjor event was the bankruptcy of the Genera
15 the city of North Port. There are 1400 preschool kidsin 15 Development Corporation causing a strangled-holded hat
16 the city of North Port. Thetota population is 22,797. 16 (sic) on North Port to disappear. When al the property
17 Projected to reach 32,000 by the year 2010. North Port is 17 GDC held on the block was sold off the free market system
18 apart of District 71 and we are arapidly-growing 18 was now able to shape our future. Y ou can seethisasyou
19 community as| just stated. And why am | here? I'm here 19 drive down Toledo Bay, Sumpter Boulevard and along U.S. 41.
20 to encourage you to maintain legidative District 71 asa 20 The city now has two elementary schools, a new combination
21 core recognizing that Cape Haze has to be considered in the 21 high school which just opened this August, by the way, with
22 future and possibly become, hopefully become, a part of 22 18 portables.
23 legidative District 71. 23 In February 2002 there will be a groundbreaking for
24 The present makeup of legidative District 71 involves 24 our new middle school just afew months away and athird
25 Charlotte County, North Port, and south Sarasota County 25 elementary school will be opening in the year 2004. What
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1 does dll this have to do with redistricting you're asking, 1 southwest Florida with communities of interest shared
2 right? Thislittle history lessen. North Floridais 2 commonly with their neighboring west coast counties and I'm
3 striving to become part of Sarasota County asthisiswhere 3 certain that you will hear that position and you have heard
4 our futurelies. Thiscity has been directed by othersfor 4 that position expressed by many other speakers today.
5 so many years that has been held back from joining our 5 There will be other issues that arise similar to the
6 greater Sarasota community. We cannot join this greater 6 ones that affect the Englewood areawhich is partialy in
7 community if our state representation is from different 7 Sarasota County and partialy in Charlotte County. The
8 areas with adifferent constituency and structure. 8 Englewood community is divided between House Districts 71
9 We are very disturbed to hear the possibility exists 9 and 74. The dividing line between these two districts does
10 for North Port to be divided into two areas of 10 not coincide with the Sarasota/Charlotte County line nor
11 representation. North Port is one of the most dynamic 11 any other political, geographical service. House District
12 communities on the west coast of Floridaand wefed itis 12 71 is more compact geographically and confined to Sarasota
13 not in the best interest of better government service to 13 and Charlotte Counties.
14 divide this community. We are adding over 1,000 homes a 14 House Didtrict 74 is spread through small and/or less
15 year in thissmall area. 15 populous portions of Sarasota, Charlotte, and Lee Counties
16 To sum up, North Port wants its state representation 16 with abulk of the population in Lee County. An example of
17 to stay the same. North Port would like not to be a super 17 thisis-- the heart of that district isin Cape Coral,
18 minority congtituency in any redistricting. Didtrict 71 18 Honorable Jeff Kottkamp can vouch for it, and it goes all
19 workswell with Jerry Paul. Our Senate district with Lisa 19 the way up to the Venice Airport through Englewood and it's
20 Carlton works very well. And we are very happy and well 20 really not awell-defined district. It would seem
21 served. North Port absolutely, and | say absolutely, does 21 therefore that a redistricting scheme that would place the
22 not want to be split as a community between two or more 22 entire Englewood area consisting of the Cape Haze peninsula
23 state Representatives. North Port needs one Representative 23 within asingle House of Representative district would make
24 voicein Tallahassee and be one with Sarasota County and 24 the most sense.
25 its state Representatives. | thank you for this 25 And findlly, I'd like to note on arecent Board of
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1 opportunity. 1 County Commissioners meeting, Sarasota County adopted
2 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 15. 2 Resolution No. 2001-218 setting forth the position I've
3 MR. MILLS: Honorable Chairman, and members of the 3 described to you today. | appreciate very much, again,
4 committee, again, I'm Dave Mills, chairman of the Board of 4 your being here and the opportunity to spesk. And tourism
5 County Commissioners, Sarasota County. Sarasota County 5 isdown just alittle bit in Sarasota County. If you could
6 respectfully urgesthe Florida Legidature to establish 6 stay over for afew days, we'd love to have you. Thank
7 legidative and Congressional districts that keep southwest 7 you.
8 Florida counties aligned together with their contiguous 8 (Laughter.)
9 west coast counties and communities of interests and not be 9 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 16.
10 included in Congressional districts that extend across 10 MS. MATHIS: Good morning. I'm Julie Mathis, the
11 Florida from Florida's southwest counties. 11 executive director of the Charlotte County Chamber of
12 We consider the continued alignment of west coast 12 Commerce representing 1170 businesses with more than 15,000
13 countiesto bein the best interest of the citizens of 13 employees. The Chamber's board of directors at its
14 southwest Florida and specifically for Sarasota County for 14 August 25th meeting voted unanimously to request that you
15 the following reasons. Sarasota and neighboring Manatee 15 consider redigtricting plans that assure that southwest
16 County have been included in Congressiona District 13and | 16 Florida representatives to the Florida L egidlature and the
17 have been well served by Representatives elected to serve 17 U.S. Congressreside in southwest Florida.
18 thedistrict. Congressiona District 13 has demonstrated 18 Southwest Florida is a unique community. Our
19 that it is geographically compact and economically and 19 demographicsindicate that we're a homogenous region
20 politicaly cohesive with no history of thwarting minority 20 encompassing alarge population of senior citizens and we
21 group interest. 21 will continue to grow with aging baby boomers. Over the
22 Existing District 13 respects existing political 22 years communities in southwest Florida have developed a
23 boundaries and shares topographical features designed with 23 cooperative approach to reviewing and solving issues within
24 strict adherence to equal population, one person, one vote 24 our region. We work very well together on economic
25 rule. Sarasota and Manatee Counties are located in 25 development, tourism, and transportation initiatives. We
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1 believe this cooperation can only be enhanced by preserving 1 74. The whole Englewood area should be out of District 74
2 local representation in the legidative bodies. Thank you. 2 and into District 71. Thank you.
3 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 17. (PaLise) 3 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 20.
4 Number 18. 4 MR. CANTIN: Good morning. Thank you for coming to
5 MS. HORNE: I'm Nancy Horne from Manatee County 5 Sarasota. My nameis Rich Cantin. | livein Sarasota. |
6 speaking as a private citizen. And most of my points have 6 work for the state in Venice. | am amember of the
7 been covered by other speakers so | won't go on with them. 7 American Federation of State, County and Municipal
8 But | amin favor of acommittee, bipartisan committee, 8 Employees. | appreciate your holding this hearing, but am
9 being formed that does not favor one party or another. And 9 surprised that a group seeking public comment would
10 I remember hearing Toni Jennings speak ayear and a half 10 schedule most of the hearings during the day when people
1 ago and people were talking about this committee and she 11 who work hard for their families cannot attend. | took
12 said, Now wait and watch us. | think well be very fair. 12 time off of work to attend.
13 So weall are watching you and we hope you'll be very 13 My main request of you isthat you hold hearings after
14 fair. Andyou do have an awesome responsibility. Thank 14 you have completed afirst draft of the new lines. With
15 youfor being here today. 15 the dramatic changesin Florida's population, | won't have
16 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 19. 16 much specifically to comment on until | see what the lines
17 MR. MINNICH: Good morning. I'm Tom Minnich, chairman 17 may look like. Y ou can be sure much of the public feels
18 of the Southwest County Alliance of Homeowners 18 the same way.
19 Associations representing 27 associations and probably 19 Finaly, dthough it's great that the new
20 10,000 people in the Englewood area. | usually speak from 20 redistricting software is available, it's incredibly
21 aprepared script but that's primarily because | sometimes 21 difficult to use. | would suggest that you hold seminars
22 have difficulty remembering what | said exactly. So I'm 22 on using FREDS or provide simple instructions on the
23 goingtotell you alittle story maybe that will include 23 legidative web site. Without this sort of help, the
24 some of the areas that have not already been covered. 24 software will be totally unusable for the mgjority of us
25 When Representative Jerry Paul from District 71 was 25 who are not computer geniuses.
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1 running for office he was afrequent visitor to Alliance 1 Thank you for giving me this opportunity and | hope |
2 meetings and we got to like Jerry very much and till do. 2 will have the chance to contribute after the preliminary
3 We discovered when we went to vote that Jerry wasn't on the 3 maps are drawn. Thank you.
4 ballot. We had Jeffrey Kottkamp, sitting up here, he was 4 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Number 21.
5 on our ballot from District 74. Thiscame asquite a 5 MS. GOODWIN: Good morning. | want to thank you for
6 revelation to many of us as we discovered that Jeffrey was 6 coming to Sarasota, Manatee Counties. My nameis Jane
7 aresident of Cape Coral two counties away. 7 Goodwin. | am acitizen of Sarasota County and very proud
8 It seems that what happened is somehow District 74 8 to be acitizen of the best community in the state. What a
9 kind of trickled down the Cal oosahatchee River and over to 9 difference ten years can make in reapportionment. My
10 the barrier idands. And onceit got to the barrier 10 complimentsto all of you for theinclusiveness and the
11 idandsit migrated northward, two counties northward, 11 openness in making these decisions. | know they are not
12 until it got to Manasota Key. At ManasotaKey it turned 12 easy. But we'd liketo makeit assimple aspossible. And
13 right, took a 90-degree angle, went over and took a chunk 13 the simplicity that | seek isto leave things asthey are
14 out of the mainland and that chunk happened to be the 14 at least in this part of the state. If it's not broke,
15 Englewood area. We like Jeffrey Kottkamp, don't 15 don't fix it.
16 misunderstand me. But we also like local representatives 16 There are some concerns to the northern part of our
17 and that's what we expected from Jerry Paul. 17 counties, Manatee and Sarasota I'm speaking of, of course,
18 So what we're saying is Governor Jerry would have been 18 the Pinellas and Hillsborough Counties area. There are
19 very proud of that piece of work by moving up the barrier 19 some concerns to our west with the counties that are
20 idands and salamandering that particular House district. 20 heavily agricultural and have an interest, an area of
21 Wewould like to be back in District 71 with local 21 interest, with other like-minded counties. We have some
22 representation. Wed liketo be ableto twist Jerry'sarm 22 concerns with the rapid growth in Collier, Naples and south
23 once in awhile because he's one of our neighbors. So if 23 of us.
24 you'l just consider -- and we're happy with most 24 But in the basics of Sarasota/lManatee County, we
25 everything else, but we would like to be out of District 25 really wish from an organizational, from a business, and

15 (Pages 54 to 57)




Page 58

Page 60

1 from a service standpoint, to leave those counties 1 Carlton's Senate district to come down into Charlotte
2 together. Leave the Congressional, leave the Senate, leave 2 County and encompass all of Charlotte County. If that
3 the House reps as they are now. And for the most part, | 3 can't happen, please don't put usin another Senate
4 would hope, again, that after preliminaries are completed 4 district that's based on the other coast of Florida. That
5 we have an opportunity to spesk again. God blessyou-all. 5 doesn't serve our needs at al. And asfar asa
6 Thank you for coming. 6 Congressiona district, weld like to be in one
7 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Number 23. 7 Congressional digtrict instead of two. And | thank you for
8 MR. KARR: Good morning, Mr. Chairman, members of the 8 your time.
9 committee. Thank you for being here. I'd like to thank 9 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you very much. That
10 Wilma Hamilton aswell and Nancy Saunders for bringing the 10 concludes the public testimony portion of the meeting.
11 students from Booker. That's fantastic that they can 11 There aretwo others. If you'd complete acard. (Pause.)
12 participate in this activity. 12 Y ou're recognized.
13 My nameis Doug Karr. I'm acitizen of Sarasota 13 DR. FERRARA: Thank you. Good morning. I'm
14 County. I'm heretoday to, | guess, speak in advocacy for 14 Dr. Joseph Ferrara. I've been in Sarasota since 1974. |
15 the expansion of House Didtrict 69, Representative Clark's. 15 have amental health practice, family mental health
16 | understand that she is underserved by approximately 16 practice and 1'd like to thank you and thank these people
17 18,000 voters at thistime. | would encourage the 17 for showing up. Thereissomebody else | want to thank. |
18 committee to consider moving her district westward to 18 want to thank our national founders. We opened this
19 include the city of Sarasota, St. Armond (phonetic) Circle, 19 meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. We sang our
20 Bird Key, and possibly also to consider those Sarasota 20 national anthem. We recognize our ancestors. They fought
21 addresses which sit on the north part of the county line 21 to free usfrom a king and kept us from being subjectsto
22 but not directly in the county. 22 the king.
23 Other than that, | would also encourage you to keep 23 They fought also to free us from any religious, cult
24 the congressional district in place. It servesuswell. 24 or church denomination, any priesthood. Thus, we have
25 Congressman Miller servesuswell. Thank you very much. 25 separation of church and state. They aso fought and gave
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1 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 24. 1 their lives to separate us from any influence of any
2 MS. FARRELL: Good morning. | too would like to thank 2 political party. They also fought to free us from any
3 you for coming to Sarasota and for giving usthe 3 foreign control. But recent events, September the 11th,
4 opportunity to speak to you as agroup of legidators. 4 8:45 am, thelinewas drawn. It reaches from New Y ork,
5 I'm ElvaFarell. | am here asaprivate citizen 5 goes from Washington, D.C. down to Pennsylvania. On one
6 speaking for mysdlf but also for anumber of folksin my 6 sde of that line are people who advocate American
7 neighborhood. 1 live in Manatee County but I'm one of 7 democracy. On the other side of that line are people who
8 those who have a Sarasota address. So sort of repeating 8 opposeit. You hereare drawing lines. Our ancestors left
9 what Gene Matthews said, folks are surprised sometimes when 9 uswith a Condtitution. Inherent in that Condtitution are
10 they hear I'm not aligned with Sarasota. And would like as 10 inalienable rights.
11 you look at the Representatives districts, specifically 11 The most revered if not sacred document that attends
12 Donna Clark's district, Number 69, that that district be 12 that U.S. Congtitution isthe Bill of Rights, theright to
13 moved to the north so that we can bein adistrict that 13 vote. Every voteisto count. You are citizens, we are
14 alignswith the issues that concern Sarasota. Thank you. 14 citizens. They have left us quite a heritage. What |
15 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 25. (Pause.) 15 would like to introduce may require achangein our state
16 Number 26. 16 Congtitution and that isin keeping with the concept that
17 MS. NAUHOFER: Good morning. My nameis Sharon 17 our ancestors, what they gave us, waswhat? More
18 Nauhofer. I'm here representing the Charlotte Builders 18 representation. That U.S. Congtitution protects each one
19 and Contractors Association. And I'd like to start out by 19 of usfrom what? If protects us from our government and it
20 saying ditto to the comments on Districts 71 and 74. | 20 protects us from each other. So the concept is more
21 don't think | need to go into that again. It'sjust abad 21 representation, more seatsisgood. | repeat. More sedts,
22 situation. We fed bad for you having to campaign in three 22 more representation isgood. Thank you. God bless you and
23 counties. It'sjust an awful expense. Bad for the 23 God bless America
24 legidator and bad for the citizens. 24 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you, sir. NextisTram
25 On the Senate side, we would like to request Lisa 25 Hudson, Number 27. Welcome to the public hearing.
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1 MR. HUDSON: Good morning, Mr. Chairman. My nameis 1 trying to get your polling places so that you would have
2 Tram Hudson. I'm chairman of the Republican party in 2 the opportunity to contract with them, set them up, train
3 Sarasota County. | have three pointsto make and I'll be 3 your people, hire the additional people you need to work in
4 brief. Thank you for coming here and taking citizen input. 4 the palls.
5 I hope that when you return to Tallahassee you'll remember 5 So | would urge you to try and complete this process
6 what you hear here today. 6 as early as possible because every supervisor of elections
7 Second point I'd like to make isthat there is peace 7 in the state of Floridais going to be addressing this
8 in the valley in Sarasota County with the exception of our 8 problem in their individua counties. So pleasetry to do
9 friend Jeff Kottkamp. (Laughter.) We are very pleased 9 thisearly. Please et the people know so that those of us
10 with the House seats and we hope that you will carefully 10 who are voting around the state will have the opportunity
11 consider when you twesk those lines that you will keep 11 to know as soon as possible if our precinct has been
12 District 69, portions of 67, Jerry Paul and Nancy Detert as 12 changed. Thank you very much.
13 apart of the Sarasotadelegation. And we like 13 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Arethere otherswho
14 Mr. Kottkamp but | think he would be happy to be further 14 wish to address the public hearing? So now we've concluded
15 south. 15 the public testimony.
16 Asit relates to the Senate districts, we are very 16 At thistime, I'd like to recognize the president of
17 pleased with both Senator McKay and Senator Carlton's 17 the Senate, Senator John McKay, to address the public
18 district and we hope that you'll keep those essentially 18 hearing. Y ou're recognized, Mr. President.
19 intact. My third point relates to the 13th Congressional 19 SENATOR McKAY': Thank you, Chairman Byrd, members of
20 Digtrict. You heard alot of testimony here today 20 the House, members of the Senate. Welcome to Manatee and
21 supporting keeping Manatee and Sarasota Counties together. 21 Sarasota Counties, Florida. We're privileged to have you
22 | think that it makes alot of sense, communities of 22 heretoday. And asamember of the Senate, let me thank
23 similar interest. We are both heavily dependent on 23 you for taking your time, sacrificing your time to go
24 tourism. Our economy is driven by the tourism. 24 around the state to have 22 hearings.
25 Number two, we are a coastal community. We sharea 25 Though, from my perspective, those 22 hearings are
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1 very, very deep concern for the environment. And finally, 1 vitally important because this is the public's business.
2 | think the socia factors, that our communities are really 2 It needs to be an open process, it needs to be an inclusive
3 interconnected. We are the same media market. Many people 3 process. | had many discussions with the chairman of the
4 who live and work travel across that county line asif it 4 committee from the Senate and we've discussed the wisdom of
5 isinvisible. We have linkages between many organizations 5 not commencing any kind of political activities, drawing
6 just in education at this building. Part of U.S.F. 6 any plans or playing games until al public hearings are
7 straddles the county line. I'm atrustee at Manatee 7 completed becauseit is so vitally important that we teke
8 Community College. We have campuses in both counties. It 8 the public's views into consideration before we start
9 truly makes sense to keep the 13th Didtrict intact. And 9 drawing those lines because these lines will be etched in
10 we, again, appreciate you-all coming to Sarasotaand | wish 10 stone for ten years. 1t's how the peoplée's voice will be
11 you luck in your deliberations. Thank you. 11 heard.
12 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 29. 12 So | urgeyou to, as | know you have done, to wait
13 MS. SANDERS: Hello again. I'm Nancy Sandersand I'm | 13 until the entire process is completed before you start
14 speaking this morning as a citizen and voter in Sarasota 14 forming your opinions. Let me further add that | would
15 County. Since our Supervisor of Elections does not seem to 15 hope that we complete the entire redistricting process
16 be here, 1'd like to share a comment with you that I'm sure 16 within the 60-day legidative session so that we don't have
17 she would want brought to your attention, it has to do with 17 to go to special session. | think aslong as we conduct
18 your timeline. 18 ourselves as the people expect us to conduct ourselvesin a
19 Y our time line causes the redistricting not to be 19 very civil and professional manner, that we can, in fact,
20 completed until late spring or early summer. A former 20 accomplish that and welll be out of there by the middle of
21 Sarasota Supervisor of Elections, Charlene Canster, 21 March and the people will be happy with the plans and then
22 (phonetic) has indicated that one of the most difficult 22 we can go through the rest of the process. So once again,
23 problems of being supervisor of dectionsistrying to 23 let me commend you on your efforts, commend you on your
24 redraw the precinct lines, trying to notify the voters 24 commitment, and thank you for the sacrifice that you are
25 where they are supposed to vote, even going so far as 25 making. And, again, welcome to Sarasota and Senate
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1 District 26. 1 differences and a yearning for representation like Pasco
2 "REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you, Mr. President. At 2 County, for example, in this area our representation, in
3 thistime, are there members of the panel that would like 3 terms of the way the districts have been drawn, have served
4 to speak? Representative Clark, you are recognized. 4 the peoplein this area quite well.
5 REPRESENTATIVE CLARK: (Pause) Wédll, that 5 And | thank all of you who have come to amplify that
6 illustrates one thing, if you're persistent, you will get 6 fact across party lines, acrossinterest group lines that
7 what you need. First of all, I'd like to thank Nancy 7 we are one community and you have in your comments provided
8 Sandersand dl her students. They allowed meto come 8 evidence for this committee as we prepare to draw the lines
9 early on and explain to them the redistricting process and 9 at some point in the future. And thank you once again.
10 the importance as we hope -- new voterslining up to vote 10 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you, Representative. Are
11 very soon in the future -- they would have an opportunity 11 there other members of the panel? Representative Kottkamp
12 to come here and hear how we decided what districts they 12 will now speak for the defense. (Laughter.)
13 would, in fact, bevoting in. 13 REPRESENTATIVE KOTTKAMP: Mr. Chairman, | just wanted
14 And | appreciate them taking time from their very 14 to say that | do fedl alot of lovein the room.
15 important school classroom time to come and see the process 15 (Laughter.) Thank you-al for taking time out of your day
16 even though it did involve afield trip this morning and 16 to be here. It is so important to make us good -- you're
17 share with us the national anthem at this particular moment 17 good representatives, we need your input, not just today
18 inour history, it's very important for us to remember. 18 but year-round. And it isso critica for usto hear how
19 The key thing we need to do is remember the uniqueness of 19 you want these lines drawn. And | especially want to thank
20 this country and continue our processes, continue our daily 20 the high school students. It's just awesome for you to be
21 lives. We need to hug our children and our families. 21 able to see your government in action and we're very happy
22 And, again, thank you-all for taking thetime. And as 22 to have you here.
23 always E-mail me with your questions and your suggestions 23 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Other members of the panel?
24 and | can't wait to hear what Nancy Sanders hasyou-all to 24 That concludes the public hearing and thanks again to the
25 do for your class project to wrap this up. 25 Booker High School students and you, ladies and gentlemen,
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1 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you, Representative Clark. 1 for attending. We're adjourned.
2 Representative Flanagan, you are recognized. 2 (Heari ng aﬂj ourned at 11:00 a_m.)
3 REPRESENTATIVE FLANAGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 3
4 Chairman Webster, Chairman Byrd, thank you for choosing 4
5 thisarea of Floridato host one of our public hearings. 5
6 Asall of you in the room know, and | want to remind my 6
7 colleagues, that we actualy are on the border of Manatee 7
8 County and Sarasota County. But what's interesting to me, 8
9 as one who's been in this county since | was ayoungster, 9
10 you don't recognize the border so much. 10
1 In other words, if | may, | graduated from Manatee 11
12 High School in Bradenton. My younger brothers graduated 12
13 from Cardinal Mooney High School. Asamatter of fact, one 13
14 of my younger brothers graduated with Senator Carlton. So 14
15 from that perspective, this community is one community. 15
16 And | think Glenda Wright in her comments, speaking on 16
17 behalf of her boss, Congressman Dan Miller, put it best 17
18 when she quoted her boss, Congressman Dan Miller, by 18
19 saying, Our counties have grown up together. 19
20 Wéll, certainly I've grown up in both counties. And 20
21 asayoung professiond, | worked for 17 yearson Man 21
22 Street in Sarasota, driving 18 miles back and forth. So 22
23 your boss, Congressman Miller, said it best | think. And | 23
24 think, members, you've heard today that unlike other areas 24
25 we've been to in the state of Floridawhere there are major 25
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