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HOUSE AMENDVMENT
hbd- 21 Bill No. CS/HB 357
Anmendnent No. (for drafter's use only)

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

ORI G NAL STAMP BELOW

The Committee on Health & Hunman Servi ces Appropriations
of fered the foll ow ng:

Amendnent (with title anendnent)
On page....14...., between line(s) ...16 and 17....... ,
of the bill

i nsert:

Section 14. Subsection (3) of section 415.5018,
Florida Statutes, 1996 Suppl enent, is anmended to read:

415.5018 District authority and responsibilities.--

(3) CHI LD PROTECTI VE | NVESTI GATI ON, COUNTY SHERI FF' S
OFFI CE OR LOCAL POLI CE DEPARTMENT OPTION. --Wthin existing
resources, a district, with the approval of the district
heal t h and hunan servi ces board, and the secretary of the
departnent shall enter into an agreement with a county
sheriff's office or local police departnent that is
jurisdictionally responsible to allow such | aw enf or cenent
entity to assune a lead in conducting any potential crimna
i nvestigations as well as partial or full responsibility for
conducting certain conponents of protective investigations
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under ss. 415.502-415.514 that are related to cases involving
a crimnal investigation. The witten agreement nust specify
how t he requirements of ss. 415.502-415.514 will be net. For
t he purposes of such agreenent, the jurisdictionally

responsi ble | aw enforcenent entity is authorized to share

Florida crimnal history information that is not otherw se

exempt froms. 119.07(1) with the district personnel directly

responsible for child protective investigation and energency

child placenent. The agencies entering into such agreenent

nmust conply with s. 943.0525 to the extent applicable.

Crimnal justice information provided by such | aw enfor cenent

entity shall be used only for the purposes specified in the

agreenent and shall be provided at no charge.

(a) The agreenent between the district and the county
sheriff's office or local police departnent nust include the
foll owi ng assurances and infornmation:

1. Assurance that the county sheriff's office or |oca
police departnment will be in conpliance with the procedura
requi rements of ss. 415.502-415.514.

2. Description of a protocol between the district and
the county sheriff's office or local police departnent that at
a m ni nrum addresses the follow ng:

Response to reports of abuse and negl ect.
| nvesti gati ons.
Assessnent of risk.

a

b

c

d. Evidence gathering.

e Cl assification of reports.

f Appeal s of classifications.

g Communi cati on and invol venent with the state
attorney.

h. Confidentiality of reports and access to
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i nformati on.

i. UWilization of the child protection team

j. Storage and nmai ntenance of records and ot her
i nformati on.

3. Description of the transition of responsibility
that assures the integrity and continuity of protective
i nvestigations.

4. Description of any necessary changes to depart nent
rul es.

(b) County sheriff's office or local police departnent
personnel assuming responsibility for conducting certain
conponents of protective investigations shall receive training
fromthe departnent relevant to child protective
i nvestigations and services.

(c) The secretary of the departnent shall dispose of a
proposed agreenent by approving or disapproving the agreenent
between a district and the county sheriff's office or |oca
police departnent within 60 days after receipt. The secretary
may negotiate nodifications within this 60-day peri od.

Section 15. Subsection (4) of section 415.51, Florida
Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anended to read:

415.51 Confidentiality of reports and records in cases
of child abuse or neglect.--

(4) The nane of any person reporting child abuse,
abandonnent, or neglect nay not be rel eased to any person
ot her than enpl oyees of the departnent responsible for child
protective services or;the central abuse hotline, or the
appropriate state attorney or |aw enforcenent agency, W thout

the witten consent of the person reporting. This does not
prohi bit the subpoenai ng of a person reporting child abuse,
abandonnent, or negl ect when deened necessary by the court,
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the state attorney, or the departnent, provided the fact that
such person nade the report is not disclosed. Any person who
reports a case of child abuse or neglect may, at the tine he
nmakes the report, request that the departnent notify himthat
a child protective investigation occurred as a result of the
report. The departnent shall mail such a notice to the
reporter within 10 days after conpleting the child protective
i nvestigation.

(Renunber subsequent secti ons)

================ T | TLE A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:

On page ...2....... , line(s) ....25...... , after the
sem col on,

i nsert:
anending s. 415.5018, F. S.; providing for the
sharing of certain crimnal history
information; anending s. 415.51, F. S
providing for the release of certain
confidential reports to | aw enforcenent;
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