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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 1603
By Representative Fuller

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to fire safety; anending s.
633.021, F.S.; clarifying a definition
anending s. 633.061, F.S.; limting the nunber
of licenses a person may hold; revising certain
trainee criteria; revising State Fire Marsha
rul emaki ng authority; amending s. 633.071
F.S.; providing fire extinguisher and
preengi neered systens taggi ng requirenents;
anending s. 633.511, F.S.; revising
requirenents for eligibility for nenbership on
the Florida Fire Safety Board; anending s.
633.514, F.S.; clarifying board review
authority; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (d) of subsection (17) of section
633.021, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

633.021 Definitions.--As used in this chapter

(17) A "preengineered system' is a fire suppression
syst em whi ch:

(d) Must be installed using conponents specified by
t he manufacturer or conponents that are classified H-sted as
equal parts by a nationally recogni zed testing | aboratory such
as Underwriters Laboratories, Inc., or Factory Mitua
Laboratories, Inc.

Preengi neered systens nmay i ncorporate special nozzles, flow
rates, nethods of application, pressurization |evels, and
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guantities of agents designed by the nmanufacturer for specific
hazar ds.

Section 2. Subsection (1), paragraph (b) of subsection
(4), and subsections (5) and (6) of section 633.061, Florida
Statutes, are anended to read

633.061 License or pernit required of organizations
and i ndividual s servicing, recharging, repairing, testing,
mar ki ng, inspecting, or installing fire extinguishers and
pr eengi neered systens. --

(1) It is unlawful for any organi zation or individua
to engage in the business of servicing, repairing, recharging,
testing, marking, inspecting, or installing any fire
extingui sher or preengi neered systemin this state except in
conformity with the provisions of this chapter. Each
organi zation or individual which engages in such activity nust
possess a valid and subsisting |icense issued by the State
Fire Marshal. Al fire extinguishers and preengi neered
systens required by statute or by rule nust be serviced by an
organi zation or individual |icensed under the provisions of
this chapter. The licensee is legally qualified to act for
t he business organization in all matters connected with its
busi ness, and the |licensee nust supervise all activities
undertaken by such busi ness organi zation. Each |icensee shal
mai ntain a specific business location. A further requirenent,
in the case of multiple |ocations where such servicing or
recharging is taking place, is that each |icensee who
mai ntai ns nore than one place of business where actual work is
carried on nust possess an additional license, as set forth in
this section, for each location. No |licensee shall possess a

license for nore than five locations at any tine. A licensee

is limted to a specific type of work perforned dependi ng upon
2
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the class of license held. Licenses and |license fees are
required for the foll ow ng:

(a) A ass A ... e $150
To service, recharge, repair, install, or inspect all types of
fire extinguishers, including recharging carbon dioxide units,
and to conduct hydrostatic tests on all types of fire
extingui shers, including carbon dioxide units.

(b) dass B......... . .. $100
To service, recharge, repair, install, or inspect all types of
fire extinguishers, including recharging carbon dioxide units
and conducting hydrostatic tests on water, water chenical, and
dry chem cal types of extinguishers only.

(€) Adass C ...t e $100
To service, recharge, repair, install, or inspect all types of
fire extinguishers, except rechargi ng carbon di oxide units,
and to conduct hydrostatic tests on water, water chenical, and
dry chemical types of fire extinguishers only.

(d) dass D....... e $125
To service, repair, install, or inspect all types of
preengi neered fire extinguishing systens.

(e) Licenses issued as duplicates or to reflect a
change of address........... ... $10

(4)

(b) No trainee shall performwork requiring a permt
unl ess an individual possessing a valid and current fire
equi pnent permt for the type work perforned is physically
present. The trainee's registration shall be valid for a
180- day 96-day period fromthe date of issuance and is
nont ransf erabl e and nonrenewabl e. The trai nee nust:

1. Be at |east 16 18 years of age.
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1 2. Possess on his person at all tinmes a valid Florida
2| driver's license or a valid state identification card, issued
3| by the Departnent of H ghway Safety and Motor Vehicles. A

4 | trainee nust produce identification to the State Fire Marsha
5] or his designated representative upon denand.

6 3. Pay a fee for registration of $10 per trainee for a
7 |KU>180- day 96-day peri od.

8 (5) The State Fire Marshal shall adopt rul es providing
9| for the tiwe—ptace—and curricul um of each training course
10 | required by this section

11 (6) Every permittee nust have a valid and subsisting
12 | permit upon his person at all tinmes while engaging in the

13 | servicing, recharging, repairing, testing, inspecting, or

14 | installing of fire extinguishers and preengi neered systens,
15| and every licensee or pernittee nust be able to produce such
16 | license or permt upon denmand. |n addition, every pernittee
17 | shall at all tinmes carry an identification card containing his
18 | phot ograph and other identifying information as prescribed by
19| the State Fire Marshal, which shall be produced on demand

20| The State Fire Marshal or his or her designee shall supply

21 | this card at a fee which shall be related to the cost of

22 | produci ng the card.

23 Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 633.071, Florida
24 | Statutes, is anended to read:

25 633.071 Standard service tag required on all fire

26 | extingui shers and preengi neered systens; serial nunber

27 | required on all portable fire extinguishers.--

28 (1) The State Fire Marshal shall adopt by rule

29 | specifications as to the size, shape, color, and information
30| and data contained thereon of service tags to be attached to
31| all fire extinguishers and preengi neered systens required by
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1| statute or by rule, whether they be portable, stationary, or

2 | on wheels when they are placed in service, install ed,

3| serviced, repaired, tested, recharged, or inspected. Fire

4 | extinguishers shall be tagged only after neeting all standards
5| as established by the National Fire Protection Association and
6| all manufacturers' requirenents. Preengineered systens shal

7| be tagged only after a systenis report, as specified by rule,
8 | has been conpleted in detail indicating any deficiencies and
9| deviations fromthe requirenents and standards of the

10 | manufacturer and the National Fire Protection Association, a
11 | copy of which shall be forwarded to the Division of Hotels and
12 | Restaurants within 30 days after the date of service.lt shal
13| be unlawful to place in service, service, test, repair,

14 | inspect, install, or recharge any fire extinguisher or

15 | preengi neered system wi thout attaching one of these tags

16 | conpleted in detail, including the actual nonth work was

17 | perforned, or to use a tag not neeting the specifications set
18| forth by the State Fire Mrshal

19 Section 4. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section
20| 633.511, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
21 633.511 Florida Fire Safety Board; nenbership.--
22 (2)
23 (b) To be eligible for appoi ntnent, each fire
24 | equi pnent deal er shall personally hold a current Class 1,
25| Cass 2, or Cass 3,and Cass 4 fire equi pnent deal er |icense
26 | issued by the State Fire Marshal, together with an unexpired
27 | occupational license to operate as a fire equi pnent deal er
28 | i ssued by an incorporated nunicipality or a county; shall be
29 | actively engaged in such business and have been so engaged for
30| a period of not |less than 5 consecutive years bhefore the date
31
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of appointnent; and shall be a citizen and resident of this
state.

Section 5. Subsection (1) of section 633.514, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

633.514 Board duties; neetings; officers; quorum
conpensation; seal.--

(1) The board shall act in an advisory capacity to the
State Fire Marshal and shall neet regularly as the need
presents itself. The board shall have the authority to review
conpl ai nts and di sputed adm ni strative action and nake
reconmendations for disciplinary action to the division at the
request of the |licensehol der, pernitholder, or

certificateholder. The board will serve in an advisory
capacity to the division regarding rul es, codes, standards,
interpretations, and training. As soon as practicable after
the effective date of this act, the board shall neet to el ect
officers fromits nenbershi p, whose terns shall expire on June
30 and annually thereafter. A mpjority of the board shal
constitute a quorum No nenber of the advisory board shall be
paid a salary as such nenber, but each shall receive necessary
expenses whil e attendi ng advi sory board neetings and
rei mbursenent, including travel in performance of his duties,
as provided in s. 112.061

Section 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 1997.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Revises fire safety provision relating to all owabl e
nunber of |icenses, trainee criteria, fire extinguisher
and preengi neered systens. tagging, Florida Fire Safety
Board nenbership eI|g|b1I|t¥ regU|renents, and board
review authority. Seé bill for details.
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