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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 1735
By Representative Jones

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to ad val oremtax exenption;
anending s. 196.012, F.S.; revising the
definition of "educational institution" to
i nclude preschools for ad val oremtax exenption
pur poses; anending s. 196.198, F.S.; providing
that property used predoninantly, rather than
excl usively, for educational purposes is exenpt
fromtaxation; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (5) of section 196.012, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

196. 012 Definitions.--For the purpose of this chapter
the following terns are defined as foll ows, except where the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

(5) "Educational institution" neans a federal, state,
parochial, church, or private school, preschool,college, or
uni versity conducting regular classes and courses of study
required for eligibility to certification by, accreditation
to, or nenbership in the State Departnent of Education of
Fl orida, Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, or the
Fl orida Council of Independent Schools; educationa
di rect-support organi zations created pursuant to ss. 229.8021
240. 299, and 240.331; and facilities | ocated on the property
of eligible entities which will beconme owned by those entities
on a date certain.

Section 2. Section 196.198, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:
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1 196. 198 Educational property exenption.--Educationa
2]institutions within this state and their property used by them
3| or by any other exenpt entity or educational institution

4 | predom nantly exetustvety for educational purposes shall be

5| exenpt fromtaxation. Sheltered workshops providing

6| rehabilitation and retrai ning of disabled individuals and

7 | exenpted by a certificate under s. (d) of the federal Fair

8 | Labor Standards Act of 1938, as anmended, are declared wholly
9 | educational in purpose and shall be exenpted from

10 | certification, accreditation, and nenbership requirenents set
11| forth in s. 196.012. Those portions of property of college
12 | fraternities and sororities certified by the president of the
13| college or university to the appropriate property appraiser as
14 | being essential to the educational process, shall be exenpt

15| fromad val oremtaxation. The use of property by public fairs
16 | and expositions chartered by chapter 616 is presuned to be an
17 | educational use of such property and shall be exenpt from ad
18 | valoremtaxation to the extent of such use. Property used

19 | predoni nantly exetusitvety for educational purposes shall be
20 | deened owned by an educational institution if the entity

21 | owni ng 100 percent of the educational institution is owned by
22 | the identical persons who own the property. Property owned by
23| an educational institution shall be deenmed to be used for an
24 | educational purpose if the institution has taken affirmative
25| steps to prepare the property for educational use.

26 | Affirmative steps neans environnental or |and use permtting
27 | activities, creation of architectural plans or schematic

28 | drawi ngs, land clearing or site preparation, construction or
29 | renovation activities, or other simlar activities that

30 | denpnstrate conmitnent of the property to an educational use.
31 Section 3. This act shall take effect January 1, 1998.
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