
**AS PASSED BY THE LEGISLATURE** 
CHAPTER #: 2001-303, Laws of Florida  

STORAGE NAME:  h0845z.lgva.doc 
DATE:  June 22, 2001 
 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
COMMITTEE ON 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT & VETERANS AFFAIRS 
FINAL ANALYSIS – LOCAL LEGISLATION 

 
BILL #: HB 845 

RELATING TO: West Lauderdale Water Control Dist. 

SPONSOR(S): Representative Ritter 

TIED BILL(S): None 

ORIGINATING COMMITTEE(S)/COUNCIL(S)/COMMITTEE(S) OF REFERENCE: 
(1) LOCAL GOVERNMENT & VETERANS AFFAIRS (SGC)  YEAS 6 NAYS 0 
(2)       
(3)       
(4)       
(5)       

 

I. SUMMARY: 
 
This repeals a provision of the City of Weston Charter; dissolves the West Lauderdale Water Control 
District; and transfers the District’s assets, liabilities, and functions to the Bonaventure Development 
District, which is an existing dependent special district of the City of Weston.   
 
No fiscal impacts are anticipated according to the Economic Impact Statement (EIS). 
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II. SUBSTANTIVE ANALYSIS: 

A. DOES THE BILL SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING PRINCIPLES: 

1. Less Government Yes [] No [] N/A [X] 

2. Lower Taxes Yes [] No [] N/A [X] 

3. Individual Freedom Yes [] No [] N/A [X] 

4. Personal Responsibility Yes [] No [] N/A [X] 

5. Family Empowerment Yes [] No [] N/A [X] 

For any principle that received a “no” above, please explain: 
 
N/A 

B. PRESENT SITUATION: 

The City of Weston 
 
The Broward County community known as Weston was planned and developed, beginning in the 
mid-1970s, primarily by Arvida/JMB Partners as an upscale community with a mix of residential, 
commercial, office, and industrial uses.  The City of Weston (City) was created by a special act of 
the Legislature, which took effect with the approval of the residents affected voting in a referendum 
election held on September 3, 1996.  According to the House Office of Policy Research, the Weston 
community before incorporation had an estimated 1995 population of 14,780 and was projected to 
have a population of 27,048 by the year 2000.  According to a special census completed on April 
22, 1998, the population of the City of Weston was 38,752.     
 
The special act by which the City was created, chapter 96-472, Laws of Florida, provides a 
nine-article charter for the City’s government.  Section 9.02 of the City of Weston’s charter provides 
for the continued existence of the West Lauderdale Water Control District. 
 
The Community of Bonaventure 
 
The area known as Bonaventure is located along the northwestern boundaries of the City of 
Weston in unincorporated Broward County.  It is substantially developed as a primarily residential 
community.  It has been a distinct community since the mid-1960s. 
 
Services to Bonaventure are provided by Broward County and the West Lauderdale Water Control 
District created in 1969 pursuant to chapter 298, Florida Statutes, by order of the Honorable George 
W. Tedder, Jr., Circuit Court of the 17th Judicial Circuit, Case No. 69-1787.  The West Lauderdale 
Water Control District maintains drainage in the community and is governed by a three-member 
Board of Supervisors elected by residents of Bonaventure.   

C. EFFECT OF PROPOSED CHANGES: 

This bill repeals section 9.02 of the City of Weston Charter; dissolves the West Lauderdale Water 
Control District; and transfers all assets, liabilities, and functions of the dissolved District to the 
Bonaventure Development District, which is an existing dependent special district of the City of 
Weston created by Weston Ordinance 98-61.  By eliminating the West Lauderdale Water Control 
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District and having an existing, non-compensated, board of a dependent district of the City of 
Weston assume the dissolved District’s functions, the costs of the dissolved District’s governing 
board and its supporting administration is eliminated.   

D. SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS: 

Section 1: Repeals section 9.02 of the City of Weston Charter. 
 
Section 2: Dissolves the West Lauderdale Water Control District. 
 
Section 3: Transfers all powers, duties, responsibilities, obligations, assets, revenues, and 

functions of the District to the Bonaventure Development District. 
 
Section 4: Provides that all books, records, funds, and moneys of the dissolved District to be 

delivered to the Bonaventure Development District. 
 
Section 5: Provides that the Bonaventure Development District assumes all known and unknown 

liabilities of the dissolved District; provides that all assets and property rights of the 
dissolved District become assets and property rights of the Bonaventure Development 
District. 

 
Section 6: Provides for the continued effect and validity of contracts to which the West 

Lauderdale Water Control District is a party; provides that the Bonaventure 
Development District succeeds the dissolved district in all contract rights and duties. 

 
Section 7: Provides that all moneys and revenues accruing from operations, facilities, or assets of 

the dissolved District may only be used by the Bonaventure Development District for 
the purposes such moneys and revenues could have been used by the dissolved 
District. 

 
Section 8: Provides an effective date of upon becoming a law. 

III.  NOTICE/REFERENDUM AND OTHER REQUIREMENTS: 

A. NOTICE PUBLISHED?    Yes [X]    No [] 

IF YES, WHEN? 

January 28, 2001 
 
WHERE? 
 
Sun-Sentinel, Fort Lauderdale, Broward County, Florida 

B. REFERENDUM(S) REQUIRED?     Yes []    No [X] 

IF YES, WHEN? 
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C. LOCAL BILL CERTIFICATION FILED?     Yes, attached [X]  No [] 

D. ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT FILED?     Yes, attached [X]  No [] 

IV. COMMENTS: 

A. CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUES: 

None. 

B. RULE-MAKING AUTHORITY: 

None. 

C. OTHER COMMENTS: 

None. 

V. AMENDMENTS OR COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE CHANGES: 
 
None. 

VI. SIGNATURES: 
 
COMMITTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT & VETERANS AFFAIRS:  

Prepared by: 
 
Christopher J. Shipley 

Staff Director: 
 
Joan Highsmith-Smith 
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