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l. Summary:

This bill authorizes the University of West FHoridato conduct a Bachelor of Sciencein Nursing
degree program and authorizes the Florida Atlantic University to conduct aMaster’sin Socid
Work degree program.

This bill crestestwo sections of law; the Divison of Statutory Revison will determine whether
they will become statutes or remain in the 2001 Laws of Forida.

Present Situation:

Current law requires the Legidature to approve any new program leading to a degree that is
required as a condition for alicense granted under the Florida Statutes.

The Board of Nursing requires proof of graduation from an gpproved nursing program as a
condition of licensure to practice as aregistered nurse or alicensed practica nurse.

The University of West Florida currently has a 2-year nurang program to alow registered nurses
to earn the Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree. In November 2000, the Board of Regents
approved afull 4-year (124-credit hour) generic Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree program
a the Univerdity of West Florida with expected enrollment in fal of 2001. The university
estimates the cost for the first year to be $512,260, and projects the cost to be $667,759 by the
fifth year, when the first freshman class graduates. The estimated enrollment is 60 students, or 45
full-time-equivaent students.
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Section 491.005, F.S., requires graduation from an accredited graduate school of social work asa
condition of licensure as aclinica socid worker. For programsin the United States,
accreditation must be by the Council on Socid Work Education.

In July 2000, the Board of Regents approved the request of Florida Atlantic University to
implement aMagter’sin Socid Work program. The university projects 40 studentsto enrall in
the firgt year, or 20 full-time-equivaent sudents. Under full implementation in 5 years, the
estimated enrollment is 160 students (100 FTE) at a cost of $536,460. The cost estimate islow
because the university has faculty in place and will need to commit only five new faculty linesto
the program.)

Effect of Proposed Changes:

The legidation under consderation authorizes the University of West FHorida to conduct a
Bachdor of Science in Nursing degree program. It authorizes the Horida Atlantic University to
conduct aMaster’sin Socia Work degree program.

Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:
None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.

Economic Impact and Fiscal Note:

A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.

B. Private Sector Impact:

Residents of the service area of UWF and FAU will have access to degree programs in
nurang and socia work without having to travel out of the area. Graduates will be available
to meet the needs of the region for nursing and clinical socid work.

C. Government Sector Impact:

The University of West Horidaindicates that it is prepared to make the financid
commitment of $512,260 by internd redllocation. The Florida Atlantic University has
agreed to commit five new faculty lines from new resources to the program.



BILL: SB 1488 Page 3

VI. Technical Deficiencies:

The degreetitles used in the bill are inaccurate and should be changed to: Bachelor of Sciencein
Nursing and Master’sin Socid Work.

VII. Related Issues:
None.

VIII. Amendments:
#1 by Education

The amendment corrects the title of the degree program.

#2 by Education
The amendment corrects the title of the degree program.

This Senate gaff analysis does not reflect the intent or officia position of the bill’ s sponsor or the FHorida Senate.




