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l. Summary:

Senate Bill 2194 requires county supervisors of éections to implement voter education programs
by the 2002 generd eection. The bill envisons that the programs will, in effect, serve as pilot
projects for future statutory codification of the best ideas for use statewide.

The bill alocates an ungpecified sum to the Division of Elections to make grants to supervisors
to fund the voter educetion efforts.

In addition, the bill requires the State Board of Education to adopt rules to expand the qudity of
civic education programs in high schools.

The bill takes effect duly 1, 2001,

Thishill creates unnumbered sections of the Florida Statutes.
Il. Present Situation:

Section 101.031, F.S,, requires the Department of State to print instructions to voters and to
provide them to counties upon request. Supervisors of elections are required to post two of these
ingtruction cards at each precinct. These notices provide basic ingtructions to voters. In addition,
section 98.255, Forida Statutes, authorizes the supervisor of electionsto provide voter education
programs and materias as he or she deems appropriate.
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With regard to civic educeation, public schools are required to teach:

The contents of the Declaration of Independence and how it forms the philosophica
foundation of our government;

The arguments in support of adopting our republican form of government, asthey are
embodied in the most important of the Federdist Papers,

The essentials of the United States Condtitution and how it provides for the structure of
our government;

Flag educetion, including proper flag display and flag sdute;

The dements of civil government shdl include the primary functions of and
interrelationships between the Federd Government, the state, and its counties,
municipaities, school digtricts, and specid didtricts, and,

In order to encourage patriotism, the sacrifices that veterans have made in serving our
country and protecting democratic val ues worldwide.

Section 233.061(2), F.S. In addition, school districts may provide voting ingruction, including
the use of county voting machines. Section 233.0612(10), F.S.

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Senate Bill 2194 requires each of FHorida's 67 supervisors of eections to conduct voter education
programs before the 2002 generd dection, and compare improperly-voted balots from the 2000
generd dection with those in the 2002 eection. The supervisors must report their findings to the
Divison of Elections, dong with a description of the voter education program. The Divison
reports the results to the Legidature by February 1, 2003, dong with recommendations for
codifying in gatute the best ideas from the most effective programs.

The hill appropriates an unspecified sum from Generd Revenue to the Divison of Elections for
the purpose of making per capita grants to the county supervisors of eections based on the
number of registered votersin the county.

Also, the bill requires the State Board of Education to adopt rulesto expand civic education in
high schoals, induding voter-education programs and basic ingruction in voting skills

Senate Bill 2194 takes effect July 1, 2001.

Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:
None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:

None.
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VI.

VII.

VIII.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.
Economic Impact and Fiscal Note:
A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.
B. Private Sector Impact:
None.
C. Government Sector Impact:
The hill appropriates an unspecified sum from General Revenue for voter educetion efforts.
Technical Deficiencies:
The bill appropriates an unspecified sum for voter educetion efforts.
Related Issues:
None.
Amendments:

#1 by Ethics & Elections:

Strike everything amendment. Requires the Department of State to adopt rules no later than
March 1, 2002, prescribing minimum standards for voter education; mandates periodic, ongoing
review of voter education efforts by county supervisors of ections and the Department of State;
requires the Department of State to report on the effectiveness of voter education programs after
each generd dection; requires the Department to periodicaly review voter education rules;
requires the State Board of Education to adopt rules expanding civic education programsin high
schools; and, changes the effective date to “ upon becoming law.”

This Senate staff analysis does not reflect the intent or officia position of the bill’ s sponsor or the Forida Senate.




