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l. Summary:

CS/ICYSB 522 addresses a number of highway safety and motor vehicle issues. Many of the
provisonsin the CS are rdated to programs administered by the Department of Highway Safety
and Motor Vehicles (DHSMV or department). Specific provisions contained in the CSinclude:

Traffic Control - The CSincludes certain vehicles operated by the Department of Hedth within
the definition of “authorized emergency vehicles’ and permits such vehicles to use flashing red
lights when responding to an emergency. The CS darifies existing law to provide that the
pendty for dlowing a vehicle load to escape onto the highway is a non-moving violation.

Motor Vehicle Titles and Registration - The CS revises the definition of “major component
parts’ to provide greater specificity regarding the disposition of savage and rebuilt motor
vehicles. Smilarly, the CS authorizes DHSMYV to &ffix adecd to rebuilt vehiclesto identify the
vehicle as being rebuilt from parts, and provides that removal of the decd isathird degree
fdony. The CS providesthat it isillegd to trandfer the title of amotor vehicle unlessthe
purchaser’ s name gppears on the title, and a person who knowingly and willfully violates this
provison with intent to commit fraud is guilty of afirst degree misdemeanor. The CS creates a
third degree felony offense where a salvage dedler, or his or her employee, induces a person to
sgn afdse afidavit asserting that the title to amotor vehicle has been surrendered to the
department. The CS amends provisions relating to the suspension or revocation of a motor
vehicle deder license.

Electronic Transfer of Funds - The CS provides that applicable fees and charges collected by
county tax collectors must be dectronicdly transferred to DHSMV within five days from the
close of the business day in which the tax collector received the funds.
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This CS subgtantialy amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 316.003, 316.2397,
319.001, 319.14, 319.22, 319.30, 319.22, 319.32, 319.33, 320.03, 320.27, 320.60, 328.73, and
713.78. This CSreenacts s. 316.520, Florida Statutes.

Present Situation:

Section 316.003, F.S., provides definitions for chapter 316, F.S. (traffic control). Currently, the
definition for “authorized emergency vehicles’ does not include vehicles operated by the
Department of Headlth.

Section 316.2397, F.S., authorizes specified emergency-response vehicles to utilize flashing red
lights when responding to an emergency. Currently, this section does not authorize emergency
vehicles operated by the Department of Hedlth to use flashing red lights.

The Department of Health Emergency Operations Unit has been designated as the lead agency
for the “Essentia Service Function 8" (ESF8) part of the state’' s Comprehensive Emergency
Management Response Plan. The ESF8 maintains afleet of emergency response vehicleswhich
are not currently listed as “ authorized emergency vehicles’ in ss. 316.003 and 316.2397, F.S.

Section 316.520, F.S., provides that failure to prevent the load on a vehicle from escgping onto
the highway is a nort moving violation punishable by a $30 fine (no points). However, during the
1999 L egidative Sesson this section was amended twice in the same bill with conflicting

pendty provisons. Asaresult, there is some confusion regarding whether the gppropriate
pendty isamoving or non-moving violaion.

Section 319.001, F.S., establishes definitions relating to motor vehicle titles. The department
maintains that the current definitions are not comprehensive and fall to adequately distinguish
between maor component parts for certain motor vehicles.

Section 319.14, F.S,, providesthat al motor vehicles declared to be salvage and then rebuilt
must be inspected by DHSMV to assure the identify of the vehide. Thisingpection involves
identifying al mgor component parts replaced or repaired on the vehicle.

Section 319.22, F.S,, establishes requirements governing the transfer of title for motor vehicles
and mobile homes. Currently, this section provides for the endorsement of the sdller. However,
there is no requirement that the purchaser’ s name appear on thetitle.

Section 319.30, F.S., establishes definitions with regard to dismantling, destruction, and salvage
of motor vehicles. The department reports the number of rebuilt motor vehicles being titled in
Horidaisincreasng sgnificantly. It isimportant the identity of such vehicles be determined
before they aretitled to ensure clear ownership and also to ensure such vehicles are not rebuilt
with stolen parts.

Section 319.32, F.S,, providesfor the transfer of motor vehicle titling fees and charges from
county officersto DHSMV. Tax collectors currently transfer fundsto DHSMV by check, wire
transfer, and eectronic funds. The department currently requires checks to be postmarked by the
7" working day after the week’ s transactions.
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Section 319.33, F.S,, provides that it is unlawful to remove amanufacturer’s assgned vehicle
identification number or mobile home identification number. However, this prohibition does not
currently apply to state-assgned vehicle identification numbers.

Section 320.03, F.S,, provides for the transfer of motor vehicle registration fees and charges from
county officersto DHSMV.

Section 320.27, F.S,, provides that DHSMV cannot take adminisirative action against a motor
vehicle deder for wrong-doing unless the problem occurs with sufficient frequency so asto
establish a pattern on the part of the licensee.

Section 320.60, F.S., establishes definitions for purposes of chapter 320, F.S. (motor vehicletitle
and regidration). The department maintains that current definitions do not reflect the change in
buying habits of the public with regard to larger port utility vehicles and their use as personal
vehicdles.

Section 328.73, F.S,, provides for the transfer of vessdl regigtration fees and charges from county
tax collectorsto DHSMV.

Section 713.78, F.S., provides that there are no restrictions on the number of times a certificate
of destruction can be reassgned. Although DHSMV isrespongble for adminigtering the
operations of this section of law, the department is not currently authorized to ingpect records to
ensure compliance.

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 1 - Authorized Emergency Vehicles'Department of Health. Section 316.003, F.S,, is
amended to include emergency response vehicles operated by the Department of Hedlth within
the definition of “authorized emergency vehicdes”

Section 2 - Flashing Red Lights/Department of Health. Section 316.2397, F.S., isamended to
authorize emergency vehicles operated by the Department of Hedlth to use flashing red lights
when responding to an emergency.

Section 3 - Loads on Vehicles/Penalties. Section 316.520, F.S,, is reenacted to clarify that the
pendty for dlowing avehicle load to escape onto the highway is a non-moving violation ($30

and no points). In 1999, this section was amended twice in the same hill, with one reference to
this infraction being amoving violation and one reference being a nort moving violaion.

Section 4 - DefinitionsMajor Component Parts. Section 319.001, F.S,, isamended to revise
the definition of major component partsto provide greater specificity regarding the disposition of
savage and rebuilt motor vehicles. The department assarts this will help to identify rebuilt
vehicles before they are titled to ensure clear ownership and to ensure such vehicles are not
rebuilt with stolen parts.
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Section 5 - Rebuilt VehiclessMajor Component Parts. Section 319.14, F.S., is amended to
authorize DHSMV to affix adecd to rebuilt vehidesto identify the vehicle as being rebuilt from
parts, and to provide that removal of the decal with the intent to concedl the rebuilt status of the
vehideisathird degree fdony, punishable by up to five years imprisonment and up to a $5,000
fine. The CS aso deletes the separate definition of a combined vehicle from the satutes so that a
combined vehicle becomes smply another type of vehicle “assembled from parts”

Section 6 - Transfer of Title/Name of Purchaser. Section 319.22, F.S,, is amended to provide
that it isillegd to transfer thetitle of amotor vehicle unless the purchaser’ s name appears on the
title. A person who knowingly and willfully violates this provison with intent to commit fraud is
guilty of afirst degree misdemeanor, punishable by aterm of imprisonment of up to 1 year, and a
fine of up to $1,000.

Section 7 - DefinitionsMajor Component Parts. Section 319.30, F.S., is amended to revise the
definition of “mgor component parts’ to provide greater specificity regarding the dispogition of
sdvage and rebuilt motor vehicles. The CS aso provides that a sdlvage motor vehicle dedler, or

his or her employee, who induces a person to Sgn an affidavit that fasdy assertsthat avehicle

title has been surrendered to DHSMV commits a third degree felony, punishable by aterm of
imprisonment of up to 5 years, and afine of up to $5,000. The CS dlarifies existing law by
providing that self-insured individuals must obtain a sdvage title when required by law. Findly,

the CS establishes certain requirements relating to state-assgned vehicle identification number
plates.

Section 8 - Vehicle Titling Fees/Electronic Funds Transfer. Section 319.32, F.S,, is amended
to provide that motor vehicle titling fees and charges collected by county tax collectors must be
trandferred to DHSMV within five days from the close of the business day in which the county
officer received the funds. Applicable funds must be transferred dectronicaly to DHSMV. This
will enable DHSMV to didtribute funds to various payees more quickly, as well as earn more
interest income from the earlier investment of those funds.

Section 9 - State-Assigned Vehicle Identification Numbers. Section 319.33, F.S,, isamended
to provideit is unlawful to remove a vehicle identification number (VIN) plate that has been
assigned by the department. Motor vehicles made from kits, or assembled from parts must be
assgned aVIN plate by DHSMV since amanufacturer’s VIN plate does not exis. Thisplateis
used to help establish the vehicle' s existence and the identity of the proper owner.

Section 10 - Vehicle Registration Fees/Electronic Funds Transfer. Section 320.03, F.S,, is
amended to provide that motor vehicle registration fees and charges collected by county tax
collectors must be transferred to DHSMV within five days from the close of the businessday in
which the tax collector received the funds. Applicable funds must be transferred eectronicaly to
DHSMV.

Section 11 - Motor Vehicle Dealer Suspension or Revocation of License. Section 320.27,
F.S., isamended to delete the requirement that a pattern of wrong-doing must be documented
before adminigtrative action can be taken against a motor vehicle deder under certain
circumstances induding:
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the willful violation of chapter 319, chapter 320, or ss. 559.901-559.9221, F.S,;

the willful violation of 15 U.S.C. s. 2304 or 16 C.F.R., part 455;

willful misrepresentation in obtaining a deder’ s license;

failure to honor abank draft or check from another dedler under certain cirumstances,
and

conviction of afeony.

Section 12 - Definition of Motor Vehicle. Section 320.60, F.S., is amended to include heavy
trucks and buses as defined in s. 316.003, F.S., within the definition of “motor vehicle” The
Department maintains that this change is needed to reflect the changing driving habits of the
public, which include the use of heavier vehicles, such as some of the larger sport-utility vehides
currently on the market, as persona vehicles.

Section 13 - Vessel Registration Fees/Electronic Funds Transfer. Section 328.73, F.S,, is
amended to provide that vessdl regigtration fees and charges collected by county tax collectors
must be transferred to DHSMV within five days from the close of the business day in which the
county officer received the funds. Applicable funds must be transferred eectronicdly to
DHSMV.

Section 14 - Reassignment of Certificates of Destruction. Section 713.78, F.S,, is amended to
limit the number of reassgnments alowable under a certificate of destruction to two before
dismantling or destruction of the vehicle shdl be required. The CS provides that final destruction

or dismantling of the vehicle must occur within 30 days of the second reassgnment. The bill also
authorizes law enforcement officers and employees of DHSMV to inspect records of those in the
business of towing or trangporting vehicles to ensure compliance with this section of law. Failure

to maintain or produce the required recordsis punishable as a first degree misdemeanor.

The CS will take effect upon becoming law.
Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.

Economic Impact and Fiscal Note:
A. Tax/Fee Issues:

None.
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V1.

VILI.

VIII.

B. Private Sector Impact:

The CS will enhance consumer protection by identifying rebuilt vehicles before they are
titled to verify ownership and ensure that such vehicles are not rebuilt with stolen parts.

The CS establishes pendlties for remova of state-assigned vehicle identification decals.
Smilarly, the CS provides pendties for the intentional conceslment of the status of
certain vehicles

C. Government Sector Impact:

The CS provides that certain fees and charges (titling and registration) collected by
county tax collectors must be transferred to DHSMV within five days from the close of
the business day in which the tax collector received the funds. Applicable funds must be
trandferred eectronicaly to DHSMV. Thiswill enable DHSMYV to distribute funds to
various payees more quickly, aswell as earn more interest income from the earlier
investment of those funds. Tax collectors currently have the capability to comply with
this provison.

Technical Deficiencies:
None.

Related Issues:

None.

Amendments:

None.

This Senate saff analysis does not reflect the intent or officia position of the bill’ s sponsor or the Horida Senate.




