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l. Summary:

This committee subgtitute amends certain meeting and payment provisions relating to mobile
home park tenancy, provides that certain mobile home park payment requirements are
enforceable by the Florida Mobile Home Relocation Corporation in an gppropriate court of law,
and corrects cross-references regarding mobile home abandonment.

This committee substitute substantially amends the following sections of the Horida Statutes:
723.037, 723.06116, and 723.0612.

Present Situation:

Mobile Home Park L ot-Rental I ncreases, Reduction in Servicesor Utilities, and Changesin
Rules and Regulations (s. 723.037, F.S.)

Section 723.037(1), F.S., provides that a mobile home park owner must give written notice to
each affected mobile home owner and the board of directors of the homeowners' association at
least 90 days prior to any increasein lot renta amount, reduction in services or utilities provided
by the park owner, or change in rules and regulaions. If such notice is given, a committee
designated by a mgority of the affected mobile home owners or by the board of directors of the
homeowners association and the park owner must mest, at a mutualy convenient time and place
within 30 days after receipt by the homeowners of the notice of change, to discuss the reasons for
theincrease in lot rental amount, reduction in services or utilities, or changein rulesand
regulations (s. 723.037(4)(a), F.S.).

Section 723.037(4)(b), F.S., provides that, at the meeting, the park owner must disclose and
explain dl materid factors resulting in the decision to increase the lot rental amount, reduce
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services or utilities, or change rules and regulations, including how those factors justify the
gpecific change proposed. If an increase is based upon the lot rental amount charged by
comparable mobile home parks, the park owner must disclose to the committee the information
relied upon by the park owner concerning the comparable mobile home parks.

Section 723.037(4)(c), F.S., providesthat, if the committee disagrees with a park owner’slot
rental amount increase based upon comparable mobile home parks, the committee must disclose
to the park owner the information relied upon by the committee concerning the comparable
mobile home parks. The committee must provide to the park owner the disclosure, in writing,
within 15 days after the meeting with the park owner, together with a request for a second
meeting. However, this paragraph does not provide a deadline for conducting such second
mesting.

Paymentsto the Florida M obile Home Relocation Trust Fund (s. 723.06116, F.S.)

Section 723.06116(1), F.S.,, providesthat, if a mobile home owner isrequired to move dueto a
change in use of the land comprising a mobile home park, the mohbile home park owner must pay
to the Department of Business and Professond Regulation, for deposit in the Horida Mobile
Home Relocation Trust Fund, $2,000 for each single-section mobile home and $2,500 for each
multisection mobile home for which a mobile home owner has made gpplication for payment of
moving expenses. This subsection, however, does not specify adeadline for making such
paymen.

Section 723.06116(2), F.S., provides that a mobile home park owner is not required to make such
payment under subsection (1), nor is the mobile home owner entitled to compensation under
“s. 723.0612, F.S.,” when:

the mobile home park owner moves a mobile home owner to another space in the mobile
home park or to another mobile home park at the park owner’s expense;

amobile home owner is vacating the premises and has informed the mobile home park
owner or manager before the change in use notice has been given; or

amobile home owner abandons the mobile home as set forth in “s. 723.0612(8).”
However, it is subsection (7) of s. 723.0612, F.S., not subsection (8), which pertainsto
mobile home abandonment.

As noted above, under s. 723.06116(2), F.S., a mobile home owner is not entitled to
compensation under “s. 723.0612, F.S.,” when a maobile home owner abandons the mobile home
as st forthins. 723.0612(8), F.S. However (assuming that the reference to s. 723.0612(8), F.S.,
should, instead, beto s. 723.0612(7), F.S.), this prohibition against a mobile home owner who
abandons his or her mobile home collecting compensation under “s. 723.0612, F.S.,” appears to
contradict s. 723.0612(7), F.S., which provides that a mobile home owner may abandon the
mobile home in the mobile home park and collect an amount equa to one-fourth of the

maximum alowable moving expenses.
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Changein Mobile Home Park Use and Payment of Related Relocation Expenses
(s.723.0612, F.S)

Section 723.0612(1), F.S,, provides that, if a mobile home owner is required to move dueto a
change in use of the land comprising the mobile home park and complies with the requirements
of s. 723.0612, F.S., the mobile home owner is entitled to the lesser of:

payment from the Forida Mobile Home Relocation Corporation (corporation) of the
amount of actua moving expenses of reocating the mobile home to a new location
within a 50-mile radius of the vacated park; or

payment from the corporation in the amount of $5,000 for a single-section mobile home
or $10,000 for a multisection mobile home.

Section 723.0612(3), F.S,, states that, except as provided in subsection (7), in order to obtain
payment from the corporation, the mobile home owner must submit to the corporation an
gpplication for payment which includes a copy of the natice of eviction due to changein use and
a contract withamoving or towing contractor for the moving expenses for the mobile home.
Section 723.0612(4), F.S., provides that the corporation must approve such payment within 15
days after receipt of thisinformation or payment is deemed approved.

Section 723.0612(5), F.S., provides that actions of the corporation under this section are not
subject to the provisons of ch. 120, F.S,, but are reviewable only by writ of certiorari in the
circuit court in the county in which the damant residesin the manner and within thetime
provided by the Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure.

Section 723.0612(7), F.S., providesthat, in lieu of collecting payment from the corporation
under subsection (1), amohbile home owner may abandon the mobile home in the mobile home
park and collect an amount equd to one-fourth of the maximum alowable moving expenses
from the corporation as long as the mobile home owner ddlivers to the park owner the current
title to the mobile home duly endorsed by the owner of record and vaid releases of dl liens
shown on thetitle. If a mobile home owner chooses this option, the park owner must pay the
corporation an amount equa to one-fourth of the maximum alowable moving expenses. This
subsection, however, does not specify a deadline for making such payment.

. Effect of Proposed Changes:

This committee substitute amends certain meeting and payment provisions relating to mobile
home park tenancy, provides that certain mobile-home-park payment requirements are
enforceable by the FHorida Mobile Home Relocation Corporation in an gppropriate court of law,
and corrects cross-references regarding mobile home abandonment. The following is a section+
by-section andyss of this committee subgtitute.

Section 1 amends s. 723.037(4)(c), F.S,, to provide that, if the committee of mobile home
owners (1) disagrees with a park owner’slot rental amount increase based upon comparable
mobile home parks; (2) discloses to the park owner the information relied upon by the committee
concerning the comparable mobile home parks; (3) provides the park owner with the disclosure,
inwriting, within 15 days &fter the origind meeting with the park owner; and (4) requests a
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second meeting with the mobile home park owner, the second meeting must occur within 30
days after the park owner receives the committee’' s request.

Section 2 amends s. 723.06116(1), F.S., to provide that, if a mobile home owner is required to
move due to a change in use of the land comprising a mobile home park, the maobile home park
owner must pay certain fees to the Florida M obile Home Relocation Corporation (corporation),
ingtead of to the Department of Business and Professiond Regulation for deposit in the Florida
Mobile Home Relocation Trust Fund, as provided for in current law. This subsection isaso
amended to require mobile home park owners to make such payments and payments under

s. 723.0612(7), F.S., (relating to mobile-home abandonment) to the corporation within 30 days
after receipt of an invoice for payment from the corporation. Section 2 of this committee
subgtitute also:

amends s. 723.06116(2), F.S., to change the cross-reference from “s. 723.0612, F.S.,”
“s. 723.0612(1), F.S.,” in order to clarify that, although a mobile home owner who
abandons his or her mobile home is prohibited from collecting the * non-abandonment”
compensation under s. 723.0612(1), F.S., the mobile home owner is till alowed to
collect the compensation under s. 723.0612(7), F.S.;

amends s. 723.06116(2)(c), F.S., to correct the cross-reference from “s. 723.0612(8),
F.S.” to“s. 723.0612(7), F.S."; and

to

creates s. 723.06116(3), F.S., which providesthat s. 723.06116, F.S., and s. 723.0612(7),
F.S,, (relaing to mobile-home abandonment) are enforceable by the corporation by action

in acourt of appropriate jurisdiction.

Section 3 amends s. 723.0612(4), F.S., to provide that the corporation must approve payment to

an digible mobile home owner, who has been required to move due to a change in use of the
land comprising his or her mobile home park, within 45 days (insteed of 15 days as under current
law) after receipt by the corporation of specified information from the mobile home owner, or
payment to the mobile home owner is deemed gpproved.

Section 4 provides that this committee substitute shal take effect July 1, 2002.
Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:

None.
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V. Economic Impact and Fiscal Note:

A.

Tax/Fee Issues:

None.
Private Sector Impact:

This committee subdtitute amends s. 723.037(4)(c), F.S,, to provide that, if the committee
of mobile home owners meets the disclosure requirements under the paragraph and
requests a second mesting with the mobile home park owner, the meeting must occur
within 30 days after the park owner receives the committee' s request.

This committee subgtitute also amends s. 723.06116(1), F.S., to provide that, if amobile
home owner isrequired to move due to a change in use of the land comprising amobile
home park, the mobile home park owner must pay certain fees to the corporation, instead
of to the Department of Business and Professiond Regulation for depost in the Horida
Mobile Home Relocation Trust Fund, as provided for in current law. This subsection is
aso amended to require mobile home park owners to make such payments and payments
under s. 723.0612(7), F.S,, (relating to mobile-home abandonment) to the corporation
within 30 days after receipt of an invoice for payment from the corporation. Additionaly,
this committee substitute creates s. 723.06116(3), F.S., which provides that s. 723.06116,
F.S., and s. 723.0612(7), F.S,, (relating to mobile-home abandonment) are enforcesble by
the corporation by action in a court of appropriate jurisdiction.

This committee subgtitute amends s. 723.0612(4), F.S,, to provide that the corporation
must gpprove payment to an eligible mobile home owner, who has been required to move
due to achange in use of the land comprising his or her mobile home park, within 45

days (instead of 15 days as under current law) after receipt by the corporation of specified
information from the mobile home owner, or payment to the mohbile home owner is
deemed approved.

Government Sector Impact:

Section 723.06115, F.S.,, establishes the Florida M obile Home Relocation Trust Fund
(trugt fund) within the Department of Business and Professiond Regulation (department)
for the purpose of funding the adminigtration and operations of the corporation. The trust
fund is funded from the moneys collected by the department under s. 723.06116, F.S.,
from mobile home park owners who change the use of their mobile home parks and by
other appropriated funds. This committee subgtitute, however, amends s. 723.06116(1),
F.S,, to provide that, if a mobile home owner is required to move due to a changein use
of the land comprisng a mobile home park, the mobile home park owner must pay
certain fees to the corporation instead of to the department for deposit in the trust fund.
Because of the dimination of this funding source for the trust fund, the L egidature may
wish to reassess the necessity of the trust fund.
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VI. Technical Deficiencies:
None.
VII. Related Issues:
None.
VIIL. Amendments:
None.

This Senate staff analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’ s sponsor or the Horida Senate.




