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581- 2095- 07
Proposed Conmittee Substitute by the Conmittee on Education
Pre-K - 12
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to school attendance; anendi ng
s. 1003.21, F.S.; revising the requirenents
that nust be net when a student withdraws from
school ; requiring a student who is w thdraw ng
to be assigned a counselor to provide
educational information until the student is 18
years ol d; amending s. 1003.428, F.S.
requiring 9th graders or students who are
wi t hdrawi ng from school to receive instruction

about the effects of w thdrawi ng from high

school ; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
1003. 21, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1003. 21 School attendance. --

(1)

(c) A student who has not graduated and who attains

the age of 16 years during the school year is not subject to
conpul sory school attendance after beyend the date upon which
he or she attains that age if the student files a forma
declaration of intent to termi nate school enrollnent with the
district school board. Such PubHHe—sehool students whe—have
attatned—the—age—of—316—years—and—who—havenot—graduated are
subj ect to compul sory school attendance until the fornma
declaration of intent is filed with the district school board.
The decl arati on nmust acknow edge that term nating schoo
enrollment is likely to reduce the student's earning potentia
and nust be signed by the student and the student's parent.
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The school district nmust notify the student's parent of
recei pt of the student's declaration of intent to termnate
school enrollment. The student's guidance counsel or or ot her
school personnel mnust conduct an exit interview wth the

student to determ ne the student's plans. The school nust al so

assign a counselor to the student who shall serve as a

resource for educational information until the student attains

the age of 18. reasons—For—thestudent—s—deetrsteon—t+otermnate

Section 2. Present subsections (9) through (11) of

section 1003.428, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as
subsections (10) through (12), respectively, and a new
subsection (9) is added to that section, to read:

1003. 428 Ceneral requirements for high schoo
graduation; revised.--

(9) Each student who is in the second senester of the

9th grade, or any student who is withdrawi ng from schoo

w t hout graduating or transferring to another school, nust be

given instruction that includes a detailed discussion of the

rel ati ve advant ages and di sadvant ages of the follow ng:

(a) The value of a high school education, both

financially and culturally;

(b) The alternative assessnents, such as the SAT and
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the ACT, the scores of which could help the student obtain a

hi gh school diplom; and

(c) The secondary and postsecondary options that are

avail abl e, including secondary career and professional acadeny

opportunities, workforce training, and enrolling in a

community college or university, and the prerequisites to

each, with or wthout a diplonma.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a

| aw.
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