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CALL TO ORDER

The Senate was called to order by Faye Wester Blanton, Secretary of
the Senate at 10:00 a.m.

PRAYER

The following prayer was offered by the Rev. Dr. Betsy Steier, First
Christian Church, Tampa:

Almighty God, as we come into this place, we are in awe of the power
and authority that fills this room. May we never forget that this power
and authority are yours. It is you who gave us life and filled us with the
gifts of leadership. It is you who chose each leader through the ones who
elected them to serve.

May, then, the power and authority which is exercised in each decision
made here, each action taken here, each word spoken here, be done with
the wisdom of your divine guidance. How can we know our actions are
in accordance with your will, God? Help us test our actions and decisions
by asking—is it truthful and is it loving? If it is both, we can be assured
it is of you; and if it is not true or not loving, then it cannot be from you.

Forgive us, God, for times we have been less than truthful. Heal us
from times we have been less than loving. Unite us to serve together for
the good of the people whom you have entrusted in our care—people
whose lives are impacted by decisions made here—people who are
greatly effected in their homes, their livelihood, their schools, and their
health, by what happens here. With the power and authority you have
given comes great responsibility.

May this coming year truly be a new beginning, a new era. Create
anew in each one here a spirit and heart of humble servanthood, com-
bined with strong leadership, to be in a partnership blessed by your
guidance. We ask your blessings on our new Senate President, Ken
Pruitt, and give you thanks for his many gifts of leadership and heart
for the people of Florida.

We ask your blessings upon Senator Paula Dockery, who had unex-
pected surgery and will not be able to attend today’s session. We also
pray for Senator Jeremy Ring’s son who was hospitalized last week and
for his continued recovery.

In all these things we ask to your glory! Amen.

PLEDGE

Senator Lynn led the Senate in the pledge of allegiance to the flag of
the United States of America.

DOCTOR OF THE DAY

The Secretary recognized Senator Peaden as doctor of the day.

CERTIFICATE RECEIVED

The Secretary announced that The Honorable Sue M. Cobb, Secretary
of State, had certified to the election of 20 Senators as follows:

STATE OF FLORIDA
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
DIVISION OF ELECTIONS

I, Sue M. Cobb, Secretary of State of the State of Florida, do hereby
certify that the following members of the State Senate were elected at
the General Election held on the Seventh day of November, A.D., 2006,
as shown by the election returns on file in this office:

SENATE
DISTRICT ELECTED MEMBER CITY

2 Durell Peaden, Jr. Crestview

4 Don Gaetz Niceville

6 Alfred “Al” Lawson, Jr. Tallahassee

8 James E. “Jim” King, Jr. Jacksonville
10 Ronda Storms Valrico
12 Victor Crist Tampa
14 Steve Oelrich Gainesville
16 Charlie Justice St. Petersburg
18 Arthenia L. Joyner Tampa
20 Carey Baker Mount Dora
22 Lee Constantine Altamonte Springs
24 Bill Posey Rockledge
26 Mike Haridopolos Indialantic
28 Ken Pruitt Port St. Lucie
30 Ted Deutch Boca Raton
32 Jeremy Ring Margate
34 Nan Rich Weston
36 Alex Diaz de la Portilla Miami
38 dJ. Alex Villalobos Miami
40 Rodolfo “Rudy” Garcia, Jr. Hialeah

GIVEN under my hand and the Great
Seal of the State of Florida, at Tallahas-
see, the Capitol, this the Twentieth day
of November, A.D., 2006

Sue M. Cobb
SECRETARY OF STATE

OATH OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED

The oath of office was administered by the Honorable R. Fred Lewis,
Chief Justice, Florida Supreme Court, to the recently elected Senators.
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ROLL CALL

The roll of the Senate, as then constituted by the 20 newly elected
members and the 20 holdover members was called by the Secretary in
alphabetical order and the following members of the Senate were rec-
orded present:

Alexander Fasano Oelrich
Argenziano Gaetz Peaden
Aronberg Garcia Posey
Atwater Geller Pruitt
Baker Haridopolos Rich
Bennett Hill Ring
Bullard Jones Saunders
Carlton Joyner Siplin
Constantine Justice Storms
Crist King Villalobos
Dawson Lawson Webster
Deutch Lynn Wilson
Diaz de la Portilla Margolis Wise

Excused: Senator Dockery

SPECIAL GUESTS

The Secretary introduced the following guests: Governor Jeb Bush;
Lieutenant Governor Toni Jennings, former Senate President; and Cabi-
net members Attorney General Charlie Crist, former Senator and Gov-
ernor-elect; Chief Financial Officer Tom Gallagher; former Senator and
Commissioner of Agriculture, Charles H. Bronson; Chief Financial Offi-
cer-elect, Alex Sink; and former Representative and Lieutenant Gover-
nor-elect Jeffery D. Kottkamp.

The
tices:

Secretary recognized the following Supreme Court Jus-
Chief Justice R. Fred Lewis and Justice Raoul G. Cantero III.

The Secretary announced that in addition to former Senate Presidents
Gwen Margolis and Jim King, who still serve in the Senate, the Senate
was honored by the presence of the following former Senate Presi-
dents: John Vogt; James Scott; Toni Jennings; John McKay and his
wife, Michelle; and Tom Lee. Senator King was accompanied by his wife,
Linda.

The Secretary also recognized former Senators Judge John Laurent
and his wife, Martha; Charlie Clary; and former Representative Charlie
Sembler and his wife, Beth.

The Secretary introduced the following members of Senator Pruitt’s
family: his wife, Aileen; his children, Kenneth Jr., Steven, Ashley,
Michelle, and Mark; and other family members Sam, Ellen, Becca, Rob-
ert, Sherri, Isabella, Alexandra, Will and Kimberly.

ORGANIZATION

The Senate proceeded to the organization of the body.
NOMINATIONS FOR PRESIDENT

The Secretary announced that nominations would be received for
President of the Senate, pursuant to Article III, Section 2 of the Consti-
tution, for a term of two years.

The Secretary recognized Senator Jones who placed in nomination the
name of Senator Ken Pruitt of the 28th Senatorial District.

The Secretary recognized Senator Lawson who further nominated
Senator Pruitt of the 28th Senatorial District.

The Secretary recognized Senator Dawson who seconded the nomina-
tion of Senator Pruitt of the 28th Senatorial District.

The Secretary recognized Senator Fasano who further seconded the
nomination of Senator Pruitt of the 28th Senatorial District. On motion
by Senator Fasano, nominations for President were closed.
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ELECTION OF PRESIDENT

The roll was called on the election of the President and each Senator
voted in the affirmative by saying “Ken Pruitt.”

The vote was:

Yeas—38

Alexander Fasano Oelrich
Argenziano Gaetz Peaden
Aronberg Garcia Posey
Atwater Geller Rich
Baker Haridopolos Ring
Bennett Hill Saunders
Bullard Jones Siplin
Carlton Joyner Storms
Constantine Justice Villalobos
Crist King Webster
Dawson Lawson Wilson
Deutch Lynn Wise
Diaz de la Portilla Margolis

Nays—None
OATH OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED

On motion by Senator Posey that a committee be appointed to escort
Senator Pruitt, his wife Aileen, and their children to the rostrum, the
Secretary appointed Senators Peaden, Lynn, King, Atwater, Aronberg
and Margolis. Senator Pruitt was escorted to the rostrum where the oath
of office was administered by The Honorable John Laurent, Circuit
Judge, Tenth District, who served in the House from 1990-1998 and in
the Senate from 1998-2002. Mrs. Pruitt was received by the President,
presented to the Senate and seated.

The Secretary presented the gavel to President Pruitt, the 82nd Presi-
dent of the Florida Senate since statehood.

PRESIDENT PRUITT PRESIDING
ADDRESS BY PRESIDENT

Thank you, Judge Laurent. You and I have shared a long history
together—serving in both legislative chambers, side by side in many
battles, and even as roommates. Although you have exchanged the com-
mittee chairman’s gavel for a judicial robe, you will always be a Sena-
tor—and even more than that, a dear friend.

This moment is both awesome and humbling, so it is with a grateful
heart that I recommit myself to you and to this institution, and stand
prepared to work together on resolving the challenges that lie ahead. I
hope you share my excitement in the promise of today.

It has been said that life is a journey—and along the way there are
those who labor side by side with us to help meet life’s challenges. My
life’s journey has been richly blessed with an abundance of family and
friends. It would be unkind of me not to share my heartfelt appreciation
to just a few of them.

First, let me thank my community for giving me the honor of repre-
senting them. If you don’t think the American Dream is alive and well,
just come to my District where “it’s morning in America” all the time. It’s
a place where they don’t call me President and they don’t call me Sena-
tor, 'm still just plain old Ken.

To my professional staff here and at home who make me look better
than I deserve, thank you for always looking out for me and the people
of Florida.

To my dear friends from home, I will never forget the kindness and
loyalty you have always shown me. Your friendship has been a source
of strength and inspiration. Thank you for always standing by me.

My only regret here today is that my mother and father couldn’t be
here—my mom passed away well before her time at 43 years old; she
worked as a waitress her entire life. No matter how much time goes by,
you never stop missing your mom.
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After my father fought in Korea and left the Marine Corps, he settled
with my mom in Miami. He operated a bulldozer, crushing garbage. Our
parents instilled in us virtues that only those who are part of that
Greatest Generation can—ideals that have guided me in life.

My three brothers and I grew up dirt poor, but we never knew it.
Eating cabbage, corn bread and black-eyed peas for dinner every night
got real old, but it also made a hot dog taste like a steak. Guys, I wouldn’t
change one minute of our time growing up, and I love you.

The feelings of pride, joy and love that we have for our children are
unmatched by any other emotion. Our children have been the most
amazing blessing to Aileen and me. The older I get the more I marvel at
and appreciate them—they are truly the light of my life, they are that
special.

The one who continues to inspire me every single day is my bride,
Aileen, my soul mate. Although our journey has seen its share of valleys,
we’ve had far more peaks. Hopefully, over the next two years, many of
you will get to know our First Lady. Once you do—I know your life will
be enriched as mine has been.

I want to take this moment, too, to recognize the extraordinary leader-
ship of Governor Bush and his record of eight years of accomplishments
for this state. Governor, it has been a pleasure and a privilege to serve
with you. You faced challenges that many other states will never face,
and you never blinked. Thank you for your courageous leadership.

I am heartened for our state that we have a worthy successor in
Charlie Crist. I am sure I speak for all of us in saying that we look
forward to working closely together with you to get the job done for the
people of Florida. You are going to be a great Governor.

Speaker Rubio—ifI could take a blank slate and write out the charac-
teristics of an ideal legislative partner during the next two years, I would
be creating a description that could be filled by only one person—and
that is you. You bring an unmatched energy, a dynamic vision, and first-
class negotiation skills to this partnership. I truly look forward to our
work together.

There are scores of people I could mention today—my heart almost
bursts as I look out across this gallery and Chamber at the men and
women who have impacted my life and made me a better person—but
I want to add just one more named hero to my opening remarks today,
and that would be President Tom Lee.

Tom—you are a visionary—and forward-thinking people are often
misunderstood, and not thanked nearly enough. Your incredible work to
change the standard of conduct in government, and to champion ethics
reform, at a great personal cost, has changed the culture in Tallahassee.
We are all the better for the changes that you fought so hard for. We wish
you well in your next challenge in life.

As we begin this journey, there is a feeling out there that we in
government aren’t listening—that in the sound and fury of partisan
politics, the people’s voices are not being heard. Floridians are tired of
partisanship and political infighting, and they want their elected leaders
to come together to solve the problems they face every day.

To the people of Florida, let me say this very simply: we get it. We
must change the tenor of public discourse and we must offer progress,
not politics. Your priorities are our guideposts, and the process of re-
claiming the people’s agenda begins today.

Yes, we have many different voices in this body, and many honest
disagreements. That is how it should be. We are a deliberative body. We
are here to consider and debate. But the cut and thrust of politics must
not be allowed to become a knife in the dreams of Floridians.

I believe that the future of this Sunshine State is brighter than ever.
I'm convinced that if we broaden the path of opportunity—the energy,
optimism, hard work and hope of the people of this state will continue
to move us forward in renewal and rebirth.

I have always believed that the people of this great state embrace
optimism—and optimism is the key ingredient in America’s recipe for
success. Optimism defeated fascism in Europe, it landed a man on the
moon, it changed the course of civil rights, and it drove a stake through
the heart of communism.

JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 3

It is the same spirit of optimism that has impacted our state over the
last decade as we turned our economy from sluggish to soaring, with
historic tax relief that returned more than $20 billion to overtaxed Flo-
ridians. Today, Florida is among the national leaders in job growth,
adding 1.7 million new jobs since 1999 and celebrating the lowest unem-
ployment rate in our history.

We reformed Medicaid; we've cut crime to an all-time low; funded
environmental initiatives at all-time highs, and instituted the largest
increase in education spending ever.

Floridians have always embraced the optimistic spirit. They have
shown a willingness to share the burden in trying times. And they now
demand that we refocus that optimism on finding solutions to the issues
that matter most.

While our economy is booming, many continue to struggle against
great odds.

Property taxes and skyrocketing insurance are forcing too many out
of their homes, delaying the dream of home ownership for young families
and uprooting the elderly at a time in their lives when they have earned
the right to rest and stability.

There are families hanging on week by week, wondering if the next tax
bill or insurance hike will crush their hopes or force them—as too many
have done—to leave our state.

My fellow Senators: the system is broken and must be fixed. We
must overhaul our property tax system. We must find a solution to
escalating insurance costs that are threatening to undermine our social
and economic viability.

We must continue to improve upon our children’s educational system,;
we must keep our neighborhoods free from predators and criminals; we
must help lower the costs of prescriptions and healthcare; we must
continue to nurture and grow our economic prosperity; and we must
strike a balance between the demand for growth and the need to pre-
serve that uniquely Floridian quality of life. The whirlwind of ideas and
priorities has landed. Today, our work begins in earnest.

If we are to move forward, we must pull together. Or we will certainly
come apart.

If everyone has a chance to shine, our future will indeed be brighter.

This Senate knows that many of the answers to the challenges facing
us lie with the people of Florida themselves. They are the ones who send
their kids to school, work all week, pay the bills, and work to make sure
that every day is better than the last.

Under my administration, I commit to you that ideas will rise up and
be debated honestly and openly. As representatives of the citizens of
Florida in this Chamber, know that my door will always be open to you.

In that spirit, I extend my hand of friendship to Senate Democratic
Leader Geller—Senator, we are going to have two very productive years
together.

Senators, this is our new day. This is our fresh start.

It’s our moment to show Floridians—the Moms and Dads, grandpar-
ents, and working families across our state that this is not about us, but
it is all about them.

It’s in this spirit that I present to you a new governance structure in
the Senate that maintains the traditions of a deliberative and thoughtful
process to allow every member the chance to impact the Senate agenda,
instead of concentrating the authority in the hands of a few.

It’s a structure that utilizes the talent, expertise, and energy of every-
one.

Senators, let us commit ourselves to these goals and ideals on this new
day.

Let us make this a place for ideas and solutions. Let us make this a
time for hope and for change. Now is when we decide to either write the
new chapters of Florida’s future, or to simply fill the shoes of stewards
of time. The pen of Florida’s history is in our hands.
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The next two years will indeed be challenging; but with challenges
come opportunities. If we listen to each other, rather than talk at each
other.... if we pay attention to the people, and make a bipartisan effort
to see Florida through their eyes.... if we work to cooperate, not con-
found.... then we can truly repay the faith the citizens have placed in us.
We can leave this state an even better place with an even brighter future
for all.

During my designation, I committed to you that our journey together
would not be without purpose. Let us now, then, commit ourselves to
democracy’s greatest promise, to live up to the hope born out of new
beginnings and to realize the full potential of a future entrusted to our
care. May God bless you and yours, and may He bless the Florida Senate.

NOMINATIONS FOR PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The President announced that nominations would be received for
President Pro Tempore of the Senate for a term of two years and recog-
nized Senator Saunders who placed in nomination the name of Senator
Lisa Carlton of the 23rd Senatorial District.

The President recognized Senator Rich who seconded the nomination

of Senator Carlton of the 23rd Senatorial District. On motion by Senator
Rich, nominations for President Pro Tempore were closed.

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The roll was called on the election of the President Pro Tempore and
each Senator voted in the affirmative by saying “Lisa Carlton.”

The vote was:

Yeas—38

Mr. President Fasano Oelrich
Alexander Gaetz Peaden
Argenziano Garcia Posey
Aronberg Geller Rich
Atwater Haridopolos Ring
Baker Hill Saunders
Bennett Jones Siplin
Bullard Joyner Storms
Constantine Justice Villalobos
Crist King Webster
Dawson Lawson Wilson
Deutch Lynn Wise
Diaz de la Portilla Margolis

Nays—None
OATH OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED

On motion by Senator Diaz de la Portilla that a committee be ap-
pointed to escort Senator Carlton to the bar of the Senate and to the
rostrum, the President appointed Senators Argenziano, Bennett, Con-
stantine, Wilson and Villalobos. Senator Carlton was escorted to the bar
of the Senate where the oath of office was administered by The Honor-
able Raoul G. Cantero III, Justice, Florida Supreme Court, and then to
the rostrum where she was received by the President and seated.

ADDRESS BY PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

Senator Carlton: Thank you, President Pruitt, thank you very
much for this honor. I have a few brief remarks, because as you have
noticed, I have three children on the floor. I would like to say thank you
to Senator Saunders and Senator Rich for nominating me. Senator
Saunders and I have been friends since our freshman days in the House
of Representatives. We learned much sitting on the back rows of the
House together. I have always been grateful for his friendship, have
always been motivated by his dedication to his constituency, and his
moderate style of leadership on issues that are important to him, like
those in the environmental area. Senator Rich, thank you for your nomi-
nation. Although we only served together a short time in this Chamber,
you have helped me move outside of my comfort zone and have inspired
me to stand up for issues that I believe in. I am proud to call you my
friend. Thank you for your nomination.

President Pruitt, it will be an honor to serve as your President Pro
Tempore over the next two years. Your Presidency will be a successful
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one because of your love for this great State and your willingness to help
others. You will continue the tradition of this Senate to put aside the
partisanship of the campaign season and work together to solve the
problems that are important to the people of Florida.

Serving this Chamber as President Pro Tempore is a position that I
highly regard and I’ve brought proof of that today. I have my family here.
This is the only time in 12 years of service that both my husband and
children have ever joined me in Tallahassee. I am very proud to have
them here. I thank them for coming today.

Many of you have heard me through the years talk about mom and my
sister, who also help very much with the kids, especially when I'm in
Tallahassee. They make many sacrifices on my behalf. They were unable
to come to Tallahassee today. I want to thank them as well.

Those of you who have served in this Chamber and those of you who
are elected officials in other positions, know that ultimately the sacri-
fices are from those that are left at home many times. I owe a tremen-
dous debt of gratitude to my husband Rob, of 18 years, and our three
children, Carlton, Mabry, and Savell. Rob has been the ultimate hus-
band and father, running things much more smoothly at home than I
can. When I was first elected, the oldest was six weeks old when I left
for session and the middle one was four weeks when I left for session.
He has been left with babies from the time they were six weeks old and
he has done an incredible job. Our children have a bond with him that
I would challenge any father to find with their children. Because they
have a tremendous bond, they love him very much and they have spent
a lot of time with him without me, which sometimes dads don’t get to do.
I appreciate all he has done.

I'm honored and humbled to serve you as your President Pro Tempore
during my last two years in the Senate. I will strive to keep the people’s
interest foremost in mind. Mr. President, I am grateful for your selecting
me. Thank you for your vote this morning. I look forward to the next two
years. Thank you.

CERTIFICATE RECEIVED

By direction of the President, the Secretary read a certificate from the
Minority (Democratic) Party certifying the name of Senator Steven A.
Geller as Minority Leader and Senator Frederica S. Wilson as the Minor-
ity Leader Pro Tempore for the 2006-2008 term.

ELECTION OF SECRETARY

The President announced that nominations would be received for Sec-
retary of the Senate for a term of two years and recognized Senator
Webster who placed in nomination the name of Faye Wester Blanton.

The President recognized Senator Geller who seconded the nomina-
tion of Faye Wester Blanton. On motion by Senator Geller, nominations
for Secretary were closed.

By unanimous consent of the membership, Faye Wester Blanton was
elected Secretary of the Senate for the 2006-2008 term.

OATH OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED

Secretary Blanton was administered the oath of office by The Honor-
able Raoul G. Cantero III, Justice, Florida Supreme Court.

RECOGNITION OF SERGEANT AT ARMS

The President recognized Donald Severance, Senate Sergeant at
Arms, and thanked him for his dedication and commitment to the Flor-
ida Senate.

COMMITTEES APPOINTED

On motion by Senator Wise that a committee be appointed to notify
the House of Representatives that the Senate was convened for the
purpose of organization, the President appointed Senators Gaetz,
Storms, Oelrich, Justice, Joyner, Deutch, Ring, Alexander and King. The
committee was excused.

On motion by Senator Peaden that a committee be appointed to notify
the Governor that the Senate was convened for the purpose of organiza-
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tion, the President appointed Senators Hill, Crist, Siplin, Baker, Hari-
dopolos, Bullard, Garcia and Fasano. The committee was excused.

COMMITTEE RECEIVED

A committee from the House of Representatives composed of Repre-
sentatives Rivera, Ausley, Brown, Baxley, Benson, Cusack and Mayfield
was received and informed the Senate that the House of Representatives
was convened for the purpose of organization. The committee then with-
drew from the chamber.

COMMITTEES DISCHARGED

The committee appointed to notify the House of Representatives ap-
peared at the bar of the Senate and reported to the President that its
duty had been performed. The committee was thanked for its service and
discharged.

The committee appointed to notify the Governor appeared at the bar
of the Senate and reported to the President that its duty had been
performed. The committee was thanked for its service and discharged.

ADOPTION OF RULES

On motion by Senator Webster, the Rules, with amendments indi-
cated, as printed and distributed to each Senator were adopted to govern
the Senate for the ensuing two years.

On motion by Senator Webster, the Secretary was authorized to make
any technical and conforming changes to the 2006-2008 Senate Rules
that may be necessary to ensure uniformity with the amendments that
were adopted today.

SUMMARY OF CHANGES AND FULL TEXT
OF SENATE RULES AS ADOPTED

[SEE PAGE 6]

Rule 1.4—The President’s authority and signature; questions of
order; travel

Deletes obsolete language giving the Chair of the Committee on Rules
and Calendar the authority to assign general Senate duties and sign
requisitions.

Rule 1.5—Appointment of committees

Consistent with practice, clarifies the President’s appointment authority
for Senate members of conference committees and joint committees.
Conforms the name of the Committee on Rules to Rule 2.1(3)(d). This
name change is reflected throughout these Rules.

Rule 1.16—Indexes bills

Removes redundant language relating to the term “bills.” Rule 11.6
defines “bills” to include resolutions, except where specifically noted.
Similar technical changes are made throughout these Rules.

Rule 1.33—Secretary; supervision of employees

Repeals requirement that all personnel not otherwise assigned are
placed under the Office of the Secretary. This change is consistent with
recent administrative practice.

Rule 1.361—Solicitation or acceptance of contributions; regis-
tration and disclosure requirements

Provides that the stricter legal requirements must be followed for the
situations where the law specifies a five-day disclosure period for ex-
penditures by and contributions to certain section 527 and section
501(c)(4) organizations.

Rule 1.40—Senate employees and conflicts

Consistent with other rules within Part Four of Rule One, clarifies that
Senate employees are accountable to the Rules regulating conduct and
ethics.

Rule 1.42—Violations; hearings; penalties

Clarifies that the President receives and evaluates how a complaint
against the Rules Chair is to be considered.
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Rule 2.1—Policy and calendar committees; standing committees;
standing subcommittees; select subcommittees (amended sum-
mary line)

Creates a new category of committees designated as policy and calendar
committees and provides that these committees consist of a chair, the
chairs and vice chairs of all committees within the designated groupings,
and, at the discretion of the President, the President Pro Tempore and
the Majority Leader. Provides groupings of standing committees associ-
ated with the policy and calendar committees. Consistent with these
changes, eliminates the Subcommittee on Special Order Calendar.

Rule 2.9—Committee meetings; committee meetings after fifti-
eth (50th) day

Requires that the President, and not the Committee on Rules and Calen-
dar, provides the schedules for interim and session committee meetings
and approval for meetings after the fiftieth (50th) day. Prohibits commit-
tee meetings after 6:00 p.m. (instead of the current 7:00 p.m. limitation).
Provides that only policy and calendar committees, instead of the Com-
mittee on Rules and Calendar, may meet after the fiftieth (50th) day
without the approval of the President.

Rule 2.10—When, where committees meet

Consistent with changes to Rule 2.9, provides that the President assigns
the meeting places and times for committee meetings. Provides that only
policy and calendar committees, instead of the Committee on Rules and
Calendar, may meet while the Senate is in session.

Rule 2.11—Attendance by introducer of bill (amended summary
line)

Replaces “sponsor” with “introducer” in the summary line. Since bills are
technically introduced, this change is reflected throughout these Rules.

Rule 2.15—Standing committee duties in deliberation

Amends requirements for committee reports to conform to actual prac-
tice, to improve clarity, and to facilitate the use of electronic signatures.
Similar changes are reflected in Rule 2.16.

Rule 2.17—Quorum of committee

Clarifies that policy and calendar committees are subject to quorum
requirements.

Rule 2.19(6), (7)—Conference committee in deliberation

Consistent with changes in committee structure, requires that notices
for appropriations conference committees meetings be posted outside the
offices of the appropriations committees. Replaces the specific listing of
buildings available for conference meetings with the term “Capitol Com-
plex.”

Rule 2.39—Amendments, proposed committee substitutes, and
proposed committee bills; form, notice, manner of consideration

Clarifies that any committee amendment filed after the deadline is con-
sidered late-filed. Also clarifies that amendments shall be in proper form
by the deadline.

Rule 3.1—Form of bills

Consistent with other references in Rule 3, replaces a statutory citation
with the constitutional citation regarding the amendment of the Florida
Statutes.

Rule 3.9—Copies of bills

Conforms to the revisions contained in Rule 3.12 regarding the introduc-
tion of the appropriations and implementing bills by the Fiscal Policy
and Calendar Committee.

Rule 3.12—Introducers of bills; introducers no longer Senators

Provides that the Fiscal Policy and Calendar Committee shall introduce
bills representing combined appropriations and implementing bills from
the appropriations committees. The Fiscal Policy and Calendar Commit-
tee may not consider amendments during this process.

Rule 4.1—Sessions of the Senate

Consistent with changes to the committee scheduling process, requires
the President, and not the Committee on Rules and Calendar, to provide
schedules for floor sessions. Since Special Order Calendars are submit-
ted by the six policy and calendar committees, allows the President to
include schedules for consideration of these Special Order Calendars.
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Prohibits the Senate from meeting past 6:00 p.m., instead of the current
7:00 p.m. limitation.

Rule 4.3—Daily Order of Business

Consistent with changes to the development of the Special Order Calen-
dar, deletes “as determined by the Committee on Rules and Calendar”
in (1)(j) and adds “Calendar(s).”

Rule 4.6(1)—Reference generally

Allows for the general appropriations bill and implementing bill to be
placed directly on Calendar after introduction by the Fiscal Policy and
Calendar Committee.

Rule 4.6(5), (6), and (7)—Reference generally

Clarifies that the initial Committee on Rules staff analysis of local bills
is not a reference, but a review. Provides that a bill found to be local in
nature by staff analysis may then become available for the local bill
calendar without formal committee consideration. Bills that do not fit
the criteria or that raise substantive concerns may still be referred to
appropriate committees.

Rule 4.7—Reference to more than one committee; effect

Provides that the President may change or correct the references when
a committee substitute substantially amends a bill.

Rule 4.8—Referencing of bills affecting appropriations, revenue,
retirement, or county or municipal spending

Provides that if a bill is amended to affect revenues, appropriations, or
a state retirement system, the President may refer that bill to an appro-
priate revenue or appropriations committee. This reflects current prac-
tice and clarifies the language of the rule. Conforms this Rule to changes
in committee names and structure.

Rule 4.81—Claim bills
Deletes the December 1 due date for Special Master reports.
Rule 4.9—Reference of resolutions

Adds concurrent resolutions setting Joint Rules of the Legislature, ex-
tending a legislative session, or setting an effective date for a bill passed
over the Governor’s veto to the exceptions for committee reference re-
quirements.

Rule 4.10—Reference to different committee or removal

Revises the bill withdrawal process so that the chair of the policy and
calendar committee moves reference changes for bills which were first
referenced to committees within that chair’s grouping. The withdrawal
request must first be approved by the chair of the affected committee,
the policy and calendar chair for the affected committee’s grouping, and
the President.

Rule 4.13(2)—Reading of concurrent resolutions and memorials

Permits concurrent resolutions used to recall a bill from the Governor’s
office, adopt Joint Rules of the Legislature, extend a session of the
Legislature, or set an effective date for a bill passed over the Governor’s
veto to be read twice on the same day instead of the two separate days
provided under Rule 4.13(1).

Rule 4.15—Referral or postponement on third (3rd) reading
Conforms to changes in committee structure and names.
Rule 4.17(1)—Special Order Calendar; Consent Calendar

Provides that, during a regular session, Special Order Calendars shall
be submitted by the policy and calendar committees. Each policy and
calendar committee shall select from bills that originated in or were first
referred to committees within that policy and calendar committee’s
grouping. Except for the Fiscal Policy and Calendar Committee’s limited
function in compiling and introducing the general appropriations bill
and implementing bill, this special order function is the only duty speci-
fied for the policy and calendar committees.

Rule 4.17(2)—Special Order Calendar; Consent Calendar

Provides that a group consisting of the President Pro Tempore, the
Majority Leader, and the Minority Leader may submit Special Order
Calendars for consideration on the floor during the last ten days of a
regular session or during an extended session.
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Rule 4.17(5)—Special Order Calendar; Consent Calendar

Provides that a Consent Calendar consisting of all bills designated as
consent bills by the policy and calendar committees, may be submitted
by the Chair of the Committee on Rules. Amendments are limited to
traveling committee amendments, noncontroversial and technical
amendments, and amendments which conform a House bill to its Senate
companion. The submitted Consent Calendar can not delete from or add
to the lists of consent bills provided by the policy and calendar commit-
tees.

Rule 7.1—General form; notice; manner of consideration

Consistent with the change in Rule 2.39, clarifies that floor amendments
must be filed in proper form prior to the deadline in order not to be
considered late-filed.

Rule 9—Lobbying

Contains only technical and conforming changes consistent with conven-
tions generally used in these Rules.

Rule 11—Construction and Waiver of Rules

Contains only technical and conforming changes consistent with conven-
tions generally used in these Rules.

Rule 12—Executive Sessions, Appointments, Suspensions, and
Removals

Contains only technical and conforming changes consistent with conven-
tions generally used in these Rules.

Rule 13.2—Sessions of the Senate

Consistent with previous changes, deletes the reference to the Commit-
tee on Rules and Calendar so that floor schedules during a special ses-
sion are provided by the President.

Rule 13.3—Committee meetings; schedule; notice

Consistent with previous changes, deletes the reference to the Commit-
tee on Rules and Calendar so that committee schedules during a special
session are provided by the President.

Rule 13.8—Special Order Calendar

Specifies that Special Order Calendars during a special session are
submitted by the group consisting of the President Pro Tempore, the
Majority Leader and the Minority Leader.

RULES OF THE SENATE

RULE ONE

OFFICERS, SENATORS, EMPLOYEES, AND ETHICS
PART ONE—OFFICERS OF THE SENATE

1.1—Election of the President, President Pro Tempore, Presi-
dent Designate, President Pro Tempore Designate, Minority
Leader, and Minority Leader Pro Tempore; designation of Ma-
jority Leader

A President and a President Pro Tempore of the Senate shall be
elected for a term of two (2) years at the organization session preceding
the regular session of each odd-numbered year. They shall take an oath
to support the Constitutions of the United States and of the State of
Florida, and for the true and faithful discharge of the duties of office. At
a regular session the Majority Party may, by caucus called by the Presi-
dent, elect a President Designate and a President Pro Tempore Desig-
nate, and their names shall be certified to the Secretary of the Senate.
The President may designate a Majority Leader whose name shall be
certified to the Secretary of the Senate. The Minority Party may by
caucus elect a Minority Leader and a Minority Leader Pro Tempore, and
their names shall be certified to the Secretary of the Senate at the
organization session. All elected officers are to hold office until their
successors are chosen and qualified or until the expiration of their term,
whichever shall first occur.

1.2—Calling the Senate to order

The President shall call the Senate to order at the hour provided by
these Rules or at the hour established by the Senate at the last session.
On the appearance of a quorum, the President shall cause the Senate to
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proceed with the Daily Order of Business. The President may recess the
Senate for periods of time not to exceed thirty (30) minutes.

1.3—The President’s control of Chamber, corridors, and rooms

The President shall preserve order and decorum and shall have gen-
eral control of the Chamber, corridors, passages, and rooms of the Senate
whether in the Capitol or elsewhere. If there is a disturbance, the Presi-
dent may order the area cleared.

1.4—The President’s authority and signature; questions of
order; travel

The President shall sign all acts, joint resolutions, resolutions, and
memorials. No writ, warrant, subpoena, contract binding the Senate,
authorization for payment, or other papers shall issue without the signa-
ture of the President. The President may delegate signing authority for
the authorization of payments. The President shall approve vouchers.
The President shall decide all questions of order, subject to an appeal by
any Senator. As necessary, the President is authorized to incur travel
and per diem expenses for the next session of the Leglslature The
President o 33850
Galendar shall have the power to ass1gn dutles and s1gn requ1s1t10ns
pertaining to legislative expenses incurred in transacting the business
of the Senate as authorized. The President shall have responsibility for
the property of the Senate and may delegate specific duties or authority
pertaining thereto. The President may authorize counsel to initiate,
defend, intervene in, or otherwise participate in any suit on behalf of the
Senate, a committee of the Senate, a member of the Senate (whether in
the legal capacity of Senator or taxpayer), a former member of the Sen-
ate, or an officer or employee of the Senate when such suit is determined
by the President to be of significant interest to the Senate and when it
is determined by the President that the interests of the Senate would not
otherwise be adequately represented. Expenses incurred for legal ser-
vices in such proceedings may be paid upon approval of the President.

1.5—Appointment of committees

(1) The President shall appoint all standing committees, standing
subcommittees, select committees, and the Senate members of confer-
ence committees, joint committees, and joint select committees.

(2) Any member removed from a committee without his or her con-
sent shall have the right to appeal such removal to the Committee on
Rules and-Calendar.

1.6—The President’s vote

The President shall not be required to vote in legislative proceedings.
In all yea and nay votes, the President’s name shall be called last.

1.7—Vacating chair; duties of President Pro Tempore

(1) The President may name any Senator to perform the duties of the
chair.

(2) If for any reason the President is absent and fails to name a
Senator, the President Pro Tempore shall assume the duties of the chair.

(3) In the event the chair is vacated permanently, nothing herein
shall preclude the Senate from designating a presiding officer.

(4) Should the President resign, he or she may, prior to resignation,
designate a member of the Majority Party to assume the duties of the
chair until a permanent successor is elected.

1.8—Election of the Secretary of the Senate

(1) The Senate shall elect a Secretary to serve at its pleasure. A staff
of assistants shall be employed to regularly transact such business as
required by law, by Rules of the Senate, or as assigned by the President.
The Secretary shall take an oath to support the Constitutions of the
United States and of the State of Florida, and for the true and faithful
discharge of the duties of office.

(2) The Secretary shall be under the supervision of the President of
the Senate, who may assign additional duties to the Secretary. The
Secretary shall be the enrolling and engrossing clerk of the Senate and
may designate an assistant enrolling and engrossing clerk.
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1.9—Secretary’s duties at organization session

In the absence of the President and the President Pro Tempore of the
preceding session, the Secretary shall, at the organization session of the
Legislature, call the Senate to order. Pending the election of a President
or a President Pro Tempore, the Secretary shall preserve order and
decorum, and decide all questions of order subject to appeal by any
Senator. The duties prescribed by this section may be delegated by the
Secretary to any Senator.

1.10—Duties generally; keeps Journal

The Secretary shall keep a correct daily Journal of the proceedings of
the Senate. The Senate;—and-this Journal shall be numbered serially
from the first (1st) day of each session of the Legislature and shall be
distributed by the Secretary for the information of the Legislature and
the public. The Secretary shall superintend the engrossing, enrolling,
and transmitting of bills, resolutions, and memorials. The Secretary
shall not permit any records or papers belonging to the Senate to be
removed from the custody of the Secretary other than in the regular
course of business and with proper receipt. The Secretary shall keep a
separate Journal of the proceedings of the executive sessions of the
Senate.

1.11—Prepares daily calendar

(1) The Secretary shall prepare a daily calendar that shall set forth:

(a) The order of business;

(b) The committee report on each bill, i.e., whether favorable,
favorable with committee amendments, or favorable with
committee substitute;

(c) The status of each bill, i.e., whether on second (2nd) or
third (3rd) reading;

(d) Notices of committee meetings; and

(e) Notices of meetings required pursuant to Rule 1.44.

(2) The Secretary shall distribute the daily calendar for the informa-
tion of the Legislature and the public.

1.12—Reads papers; calls roll

The Secretary shall have read to the Senate all papers ordered to be
read; note responses of Senators when the roll is called to determine the
presence of a quorum; call the roll and note the answers of Senators
when a question is taken by yeas and nays; and assist, under the direc-
tion of the President, in taking the count when any vote of the Senate
is taken by a show of hands or otherwise.

1.13—Attests to warrants and subpoenas; certifies passage

The Secretary shall attest to all writs, warrants, and subpoenas issued
by order of the Senate and shall attest to the passage of all bills, resolu-
tions, and memorials.

1.14—Prepares printed forms

The Secretary shall prepare the copy for all printed forms used by the
Senate.

1.15—Examines legal form of bills for introduction

The Secretary shall examine bills on their tender for introduction, but
prior to their receiving a number, he or she shall determine whether they
meet the requirements of law and of these Rules. The Secretary shall
direct the attention of the introducer to apparent defects, but the intro-
ducer shall be exclusively responsible for the constitutional and legal
correctness of the bill.

1.16—Indexes bills

The Secretary shall maintain a numerical index of bills and-resela-
tiens and a cumulative index by introducers.

1.17—Transmits bills to House of Representatives

The Secretary shall transmit all bills, joint resolutions, concurrent
resolutions, and appropriate memorials to the House of Representatives
without delay.;-and Each measure shall be accompanied by a message
stating the title to the measure being transmitted and requesting the
concurrence of the House.
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1.18—Receives and delivers for reading messages from House;
summaries of House amendments to Senate bills

(1) The Secretary shall receive all messages from the House of Rep-
resentatives and shall be responsible for their security. The Secretary
shall have them available for reading to the Senate during the appropri-
ate order of business. All messages reflecting House amendments to
Senate bills shall be promptly delivered to the appropriate committees
for research and summary. Special notice of the summaries shall be
given to each Senator.

(2) The Secretary shall advise the President when a House amend-
ment to a Senate bill substantially changes or materially alters the bill
as passed by the Senate. The President may refer such bill and House
amendments to an appropriate committee or committees for hearing and
further report to the Senate. Upon such reference by the President,
committee or committees of reference shall meet on a date and at a time
set by the President and shall make a report as defined in Rule 2.15.
Favorable committee reports and accompanying measures shall be
placed on the calendar.

PART TWO—SENATORS
1.20—Attendance and voting

Unless excused for just cause or necessarily prevented, every Senator
shall be within the Senate Chamber during its sessions and shall vote
on each question. No Senator shall be required or permitted to vote on
any question immediately concerning his or her private rights as distinct
from the public interest.

1.21—Excused absence

The President may excuse any Senator from attendance in the Senate
and its committees for any stated period, and the excused absence shall
be noted in the Journal.

1.22—Senate papers left with Secretary

A Senator necessarily absent from a session of the Senate or its com-
mittees and having in his or her possession papers relating to the busi-
ness of the Senate shall leave such papers with the Secretary before
leaving the Capitol.

1.23—Members deemed present unless excused

A Senator who answers roll call at the opening of a session or who
enters after roll call and announces his or her presence to the Senate
shall thereafter be considered present unless leave of absence is ob-
tained from the President.

1.24—Contested seat

If a seat in the Senate is contested, notice stating the grounds of such
contest shall be given by the contestant to the Senate prior to the day
of the organization session of the Legislature; and the contest shall be
determined by majority vote as soon as reasonably possible. The Presi-
dent shall appoint a Credentials Committee to be composed of not more
than ten (10) members who shall consider the question and report their
recommendations to the President, who shall inform the Senate.

1.25—Facilities for members

Each Senator shall be entitled to facilities and expenses that are
necessary and expedient to the fulfillment of the duties of the office, the
location and sufficiency of which shall be determined by the President.

1.26—Nonlegislative activities

No Senator shall accept appointments to nonlegislative committees,
commissions, or task forces without prior approval of the President if
travel and per diem expenses are to be taken from Senate funds.

1.27—Transition from office

A Senator who will not be a Senator at the next ensuing regular
session of the Legislature shall be entitled to an amicable transition
period not to exceed one (1) month in which to close out the affairs of his
or her office. The transition period shall begin at the expiration of a
Senator’s term. A former Senator shall not be entitled to salary during
the transition period, but shall receive a pro rata portion of the monthly
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allowance for office rental and expenses during such period. A former
Senator’s staff shall be entitled to a pro rata salary during such period,
provided said staff performs all transitional duties assigned by the for-
mer Senator. A former Senator shall apply for transitional funds pro-
vided pursuant to this Rule, the expenditure of which shall be from
Senate funds and which shall be considered for a public purpose. In the
event of a vacancy in office, and until that vacancy is filled, a transitional
period with pro rata salary for staff may be approved by the President
to close out the vacant Senate office affairs.

PART THREE—EMPLOYEES OF THE SENATE
1.28—Dismissal of employees; services of spouse

The President shall resolve disputes involving the competency or deco-
rum of a Senate employee, and may terminate the services of an em-
ployee. At the President’s discretion the matter may be referred to the
Committee on Rules and-Galendar for its recommendation. The pay of
an employee so terminated shall stop on the termination date. A Sena-
tor’s spouse or immediate relatives may serve in any authorized posi-
tion, however, they shall not receive compensation for services per-
formed.

1.29—Employees forbidden to lobby

No employee of the Senate shall directly or indirectly interest or con-
cern himself or herself with the passage or consideration of any measure
whatsoever. Violation of this Rule by an employee shall be grounds for
summary dismissal. This Rule shall not preclude the performance of
duties that may be properly delegated to a Senator’s legislative assis-
tant.

1.30—Duties and hours

Employees shall perform the duties assigned to them by the President
and required of them by Rule and custom of the Senate. When the
Senate is in session, employees shall remain on duty as required. When
the Senate is not in session, permanent staff of the Senate shall observe
the hours of employment set by the President. Part-time employees and
Senators’ district staff shall observe hours that are prescribed by their
department heads.

1.31—Absence without permission

If employees are absent without prior permission except for just cause,
their employment shall be terminated or their compensation forfeited for
the period of absence as determined by the President.

1.32—Political activity

Senate employees shall be regulated concerning their political activity
pursuant to section 110.233, Florida Statutes.

1.33—Repealed

PART FOUR—LEGISLATIVE CONDUCT AND ETHICS

1.35—Legislative conduct

Every Senator shall conduct himself or herself to justify the confidence
placed in him or her by the people and, by personal example and admoni-
tion to colleagues, shall maintain the integrity and responsibility of his
or her office.

1.36—Improper influence

A Senator shall not accept anything that will improperly influence his
or her official act, decision, or vote.

1.361—Solicitation or acceptance of contributions; registration
and disclosure requirements

(1) During any regular legislative session, extended session, or spe-
cial session, a Senator may not directly or indirectly solicit, cause to be
solicited, or accept any contribution on behalf of either the Senator’s own
campaign, any organization described under section 527 or section
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501(c)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code, any political committee, any
committee of continuous existence, any political party, or the campaign
of any candidate for the Senate; however, a Senator may contribute to
the Senator’s own campaign.

(2) Any fundraising activity otherwise prohibited during an ex-
tended or special session by section (1) shall not be considered a violation
of this rule and may take place provided that it can be shown that the
event was already scheduled prior to the issuance of the proclamation,
resolution, or other communiqui, extending the session or convening a
special session.

(3) Any Senator who directly or indirectly solicits, causes to be solic-
ited, or accepts any contribution on behalf of any organization described
under section 527 or section 501(c)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code, any
political committee, or any committee of continuous existence must im-
mediately disclose such activity to, and register with, the Committee on
Rules and-Calendar. However, no registration is required as a result of
a Senator’s solicitation or acceptance of contributions on behalf of his or
her own campaign, a campaign for any office other than Senator, or a
political party. Upon registration with the committee, the Senator shall
immediately create a public website that contains a mission statement
for such organization and the names of the Senators associated with that
organization. All contributions received by the organization must be
individually disclosed on the website within ten (10) business days of
deposit, or as required by law. All expenditures made by the organiza-
tion must be individually disclosed on the website within ten (10) busi-
ness days of being made, or as required by law.

(4) Upon a determination that a Senator has violated this rule, the
President shall remove such Senator from all assigned committees sub-
ject to the right of appeal under Rule 1.5(2).

1.37—Conflicting employment

A member of the Senate shall not allow his or her personal employ-
ment to impair his or her independence of judgment in the exercise of
his or her official duties.

1.38—Undue influence

A member of the Senate shall not use his or her influence as a Senator
in any matter that involves substantial conflict between his or her per-
sonal interest and his or her duties in the public interest.

1.39—Disclosure and disqualification

A Senator shall disclose any personal, private, or professional interest
in a bill that would inure to that Senator’s special private gain or the
special gain of any principal to whom the Senator is obligated. Such
disclosure shall be filed with the Secretary of the Senate for reporting
in the Journal immediately following the record of the vote on the mea-
sure. Such disclosure may explain the logic of voting or of his or her
disqualification.

1.40—Senate employees and conflicts

Senate employees shall be accountable to the intent of these Rules
regulating conduct and ethics thisRule.

1.41—Advisory opinions

All questions relating to the interpretation and enforcement of these
Rules concerning legislative conduct and ethics shall be referred to the
Committee on Rules and-Calendar or shall emanate therefrom. A mem-
ber of the Senate may submit a factual situation to the Committee on
Rules and-Galendar with a request for an advisory opinion establishing
the standard of public duty. The committee shall enter its opinion re-
sponding to each inquiry. All opinions shall, after hearing, be numbered,
dated, and published in the Journal of the Senate. No opinion shall
identify the requesting Senator without the Senator’s consent.

1.42—Violations; hearings, penalties

(1) Any person may file a sworn complaint with the Chair of the
Committee on Rules and-Galendaz, or the President when the complaint
is against the Rules Chair, alleging a violation by a Senator of the Rules
regulating conduct and ethics. The complaint shall state detailed facts,
shall specify the actions of the named Senator which form the basis for
the complaint, and shall identify the specific Rule(s) alleged believed by
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the complainant to have been violated by the Senator. Upon a determi-
nation by the chair, or the President when the complaint is against the
Rules Chair, that there are sufficient grounds for review, the complaint
shall be referred either to the committee or, at the option of the chair,
or the President, to a special master, for a hearing. The committee or
special master may adopt rules of procedure for conduct of the proceed-
ings. The committee or special master shall give reasonable notice to the
Senator who is alleged to have violated the Rules and shall grant the
Senator an opportunity to be heard. A special master’s report and recom-
mendation is advisory only and shall be made to the chair, or the Presi-
dent, as soon as practicable after the close of the hearing. The commit-
tee’s report and recommendation shall be made as soon as practicable.

(2) Separately from any prosecutions or penalties otherwise pro-
vided by law, a Senator determined to have violated the requirements
of the Rule regulating ethics and conduct may be censured, repri-
manded, or expelled. Such determination and disciplinary action shall
be taken by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Senate, on recommendation of
the Committee on Rules and-Galendar.

PART FIVE—PUBLIC MEETINGS AND RECORDS
1.43—Open meetings

(1) All meetings at which legislative business is discussed between
more than two (2) members of the legislature shall be open to the public
except:

(a) At the sole discretion of the President of the Senate, after
consultation with appropriate law enforcement, public
health, emergency management and/or security authori-
ties, those portions of meetings of a select committee, com-
mittee, or subcommittee, concerning measures to address
security, espionage, sabotage, attack and other acts of ter-
rorism.

(b) Discussions on the floor while the Senate is in session and
discussions among Senators in a committee room during
committee meetings shall be deemed to be in compliance
with this Rule.

(2) All meetings shall be subject to appropriate order and decorum
at the discretion of the person conducting the meeting.

(3) For purposes of this Rule “legislative business” is defined as is-
sues pending before, or upon which foreseeable action is reasonably
expected to be taken by, the Senate, a Senate committee, or Senate
subcommittee.

1.44—Notice required for certain meetings

(1) A written notice of the following meetings at which legislative
business is to be discussed shall be filed with the Secretary of the Senate.
While the Legislature is not in regular or special session and during the
first fifty (50) days of a regular session, the notice shall be filed not later
than four (4) hours before the scheduled time of the meeting. After the
fiftieth (50th) day of a regular session and during a special session, the
notice shall