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SB 300 
Service of Process 
by Senator Crist 

 
Increases the fees charged by the sheriff in civil cases for 
service of process from $20 to $40. Exempts the state and 
its agencies from the increased fees. Deletes a prohibition 
on additional fees for alias and pluries documents when 
service was not affected on the original document in the 
county of original request by that sheriff. Provides that 
criminal witness subpoenas and criminal summonses may be 
served by a special process server appointed by the local 
sheriff or by a certified process server. Provides that all 
unsatisfied executions in the possession of the sheriff 
docketed before October 1, 2001, may be returned to the 
issuing court. Requires the submission of an affidavit 
before levying a judgment upon real property. Requires the 
sheriff to furnish to the judgment debtor or the debtor’s 
attorney of record a copy of the notice of sale, notice of 
levy, and affidavit within a specified time period before 
execution of a sale or levy. Requires that priority of liens 
on real property be based on the effective date of the 
judgment lien. Requires a levying creditor to deliver to the 
sheriff at the time of the levy request an affidavit setting 
forth certain information and attestations. Authorizes 
clerks of court to transmit facsimile copies of previously 
certified injunctions for protection relating to domestic 
violence or sexual abuse to sheriffs upon request. Requires 
sheriffs to verify receipt of facsimile copies of such 
injunctions with clerks of court before attempting service. 
Authorizes law enforcement officers to serve facsimile 
copies of such injunctions in the same manner as certified 
copies. (See bill for details) 


