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SB 1978 
Department of Transportation 

by Senator Baker 
 

Provides for maintenance contracts to be included in the 
types of claims settled by the State Arbitration Board. 
 
Provides for the Department of Transportation (DOT) or a 
local governmental entity to pay the costs of removing or 
relocating a utility that is interfering with the use of a 
road or rail corridor if the facility exclusively serves the 
authority. 
 
Requires that newly installed electronic toll collection 
systems be interoperable with the DOT’s electronic toll 
collection system.  Provides for the DOT to continue to 
collect tolls on high-occupancy toll lanes or express lanes 
after the discharge of any bond indebtedness. 
 
Authorizes the DOT to request that bonds be issued which are 
secured by toll revenues collected on high-occupancy toll or 
express lanes located on Interstate 95 in Miami-Dade and 
Broward counties. 
 
Directs the turnpike enterprise to pursue and implement new 
technologies and processes for the collection of tolls and 
usage fees.  Eliminates a reference to uniform toll rates on 
the Florida Turnpike System.  Authorizes the DOT to fix, 
adjust, charge and collect the amounts needed to cover toll 
collection costs. 
 
Redefines the term “automatic changeable facing” to include 
an automated or remotely controlled process in outdoor 
advertising.  Requires that outdoor advertising permit tags 
should be attached to the sign apron at the end nearest the 
highway or on the pole nearest the highway at a point not 
less than 2 feet or more than 4 feet below the sign facing. 
 
Deletes a provision allowing a sign permittee to correct 
false information that was knowingly provided to the DOT. 
 
Revises requirements for the logo sign program of the 
interstate highway system.  Deletes provisions providing for 
permits to be awarded to the highest bidders.  Requires the 
DOT to implement a 3-year rotation-based logo program for 
the removal and addition of participating businesses in the 
program.  Provides that the annual permit fee shall not 



 

exceed $3,000 for businesses that participate in the logo 
sign program.  (See bill for details) 
 


